CANON 3. Of the Domestic and Foreign Missionary
Society
The Constitution of the said Society, which was
incorporated by an act of the Legislature of the State of
New York, as from time to time amended, is hereby
amended and established so as to read as follows:
Constitution of the Domestic and Foreign Missionary
Society of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United
States of America as established in 1821, and since
amended at various times.
ARTICLE I.
Name.

This organization shall be called the Domestic and Foreign
Missionary Society of the Protestant Episcopal Church in
the United States of America, and shall be considered as
comprehending all persons who are members of the Church.
ARTICLE II.

Board of
Directors.

The Executive Council, as constituted by Canon, shall be
its Board of Directors, and shall adopt By-laws for its
government not inconsistent with the Constitution and
Canons.
ARTICLE III.

Officers.
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The officers of the Society shall be a President, a VicePresident, a Secretary, a Treasurer, and such Assistant
Secretaries and Assistant Treasurers as may be appointed
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in accordance with the Canons or By-laws. The Presiding
Bishop of the Church shall be the President of the Society;
the Vice-President shall be the person who is the VicePresident of the Executive Council, and shall have such
powers and shall perform such duties as may be assigned to
him by the By-laws. The Treasurer shall be the person who
Treasurer. is the Treasurer of the Executive Council. The Secretary
Secretary. shall be the person who is the Secretary of the Executive
Council. The other officers of the Society shall be such as
are provided for by the By-laws thereof. The tenure of office,
compensation, powers, and duties of the officers of the Society
shall be such as are prescribed by the Canons and by the
By-laws of the Society not inconsistent therewith.

President.
Vice-President.

ARTICLE IV.
Amendment.

This Constitution of the Society may be altered or amended
at any time by the General Convention of the Church.

This canon was Title III, Canon 9, when it was adopted in 1871.
It became Canon 52 in 1904, Canon 3 in 1943, and Title I, Canon
3, in 1970.
The Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society was incorporated by
chapter 331 of the Laws of 1846, as amended by chapter 226 of the
Laws of 1880, of the State of New York, under which power is given to
adopt and amend a constitution. This canon and its predecessors
embody its constitution.
Convention of 1808
As early as 1808, the subject of domestic missions was considered in
General Convention, when a committee appointed to address the
Church at large on certain matters was "authorized and desired to
consider and determine on the proper mode of sending a Bishop in said
States and Territories," meaning thereby those states and territories
in which the Church was not yet organized.
Convention of 1811
The committee reported to the Convention that:
not having any reasonable prospect of accomplishing the object contemplated in the
fourth resolution, of sending a Bishop into those States and Territories which have not
acceded to the Constitution of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States of
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America, [it] did not proceed to elect a person to said office, or to take any measures in
that business.

The Convention adopted the following resolution:
Resolved, That the Bishops in Pennsylvania and Virginia be requested to devise means
for supplying the congregations of this Church west of the Allegheny mountains with
the ministrations and worship of the same, and for organizing the Church in the Western
States, anything in the 37th Canon to the contrary notwithstanding.

This canon referred to was the Canon 37 of 1808, which forbade a
congregation in one diocese to unite with any other diocese.
Convention of 1814
The Bishop of Pennsylvania, one of the bishops referred to in the
foregoing resolution, reported to the House of Bishops that all progress
in the matter referred to in the said resolution had been arrested by
the death of the Bishop of Virginia, although he had received the consent
of the convention of his diocese that, in the event of the settlement of a
bishop in the western country, the congregations in the western counties
of the state might be placed under his superintendence.
Convention of 1817
The Bishop of Pennsylvania reported to the House of Bishops that he
had received several petitions from congregations and Episcopalians
residing in the western country, asking leave to form a convention, and
to be placed, provisionally, under the care of the Bishop of Pennsylvania.
The House of Bishops recommended that the congregations in the
several states west of the Allegheny mountains organize a convention
in each state, but refused to authorize a convention comprising several
states.
The House of Bishops passed a resolution earnestly recommending
that the authorities of the Church in each state adopt measures for
sending missionaries to the destitute brethren in the western states.
This Convention enacted a canon limiting the operation of the second
and the thirty-seventh canons by providing that when a bishop should
be consecrated for any state or states west of the Allegheny mountains,
that it should be lawful for the Episcopal congregations in Pennsylvania
and Virginia west of said mountains to place themselves, with the
consent of the bishops of those states respectively, under the provisionary
superintendence of the bishop consecrated for the western states.
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Convention of 1820

This Convention took the first real step toward promoting the cause of
missions by establishing "The Protestant Episcopal Missionary Society
in the United States for Foreign and Domestic Missions," and adopting
a Constitution for such Society.
As this Constitution was so imperfect that no action could be taken
under it, and as it was repealed by the special convention held in the
following year, it is not set forth at length.
Special Convention of 1821

The Presiding Bishop reported to the House of Bishops in this special
convention that,
owing, as he supposes, to the state in which the business of that body [the General
Convention] was concluded, neither were the intended managers constitutionally chosen,
nor had any Bishop a right to a seat or a vote at their board: although, doubtless, the
contrary was supposed to have been provided for by the Convention generally.
The intended managers perceived these defects, and have not carried the design into
effect. They have reported their proceedings to the house of clerical and lay deputies,
and the presiding Bishop judges it to be sufficient to refer this house to their report.

In order to remedy these defects in the former Constitution of the
Society, and also to improve it, it was repealed and a new Constitution
adopted to read as follows:
ARTICLE I.
This institution shall be denominated The Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society of
the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States of America.
ARTICLE II.
It shall be composed of the Bishops of the Protestant Episcopal Church, and of the
members of the House of Clerical and Lay Deputies of the General Convention of said
Church, for the time being: and of such other persons, as shall contribute, by subscription,
three dollars or more, annually to the objects of the institution, during the continuance
of such contributions; and of such as shall contribute at once thirty dollars, which
contribution shall constitute them members for life.
Members who pay fifty dollars, on subscribing, shall be denominated patrons of the
society.
It shall be the privilege of the subscribers to designate, on their subscriptions, to which
of the objects, domestic or foreign, they desire their contributions to be applied. If no
specifications be made, the board of directors, may apply them to either, or both, at
their discretion.
ARTICLE III.
The society shall meet triennially, at the place in which the General Convention shall
hold its session. The time of meeting shall be on the first day of the session, at five
o'clock P.M.
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A sermon shall be preached, and a collection made in aid of the funds of the society, at
such time, during the session of the Convention, as may be determined at the annual
meeting; the preacher to be appointed by the House of Bishops.
ARTICLE IV.
The presiding Bishop of this church shall be the president of the society; the other
Bishops, according to seniority, vice-presidents. There shall be two secretaries, and
twenty-four directors, who shall be chosen by ballot, at each meeting.
ARTICLE V.
The directors. together with the president, and vice-presidents, and patrons of the
society—who shall ex-officio, be directors—shall compose a body to be denominated the
Board of Directors of the Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society of the Protestant
Episcopal Church in the United States of America. They shall meet annually in the city
of Philadelphia, except in the year of the meeting of the General Convention, when they
shall assemble at the place of the meeting thereof. Nine members of the board of directors
shall be necessary to constitute a quorum to do business.
The meeting of the board of directors shall always be opened with using a form of prayer
to be set forth by the House of Bishops for that purpose, or one or more suitable prayers
selected from the liturgy.
ARTICLE VI.
At the annual meetings, all missionary stations, appointments of missionaries, and
appropriations of money, and all by-laws necessary for their own government, and for
conducting the affairs of the missions, shall be made; provided, that all appointments of
missionaries shall be made with the approbation of the Bishops present. Special meetings
may be called by the president, or by one of the vice-presidents, as often as may be
necessary to carry into effect, the resolutions adopted at the annual meetings of the
board; at which special meetings, seven members, including the president or one of the
vice-presidents, shall be a quorum to transact business.
The board of directors, whether at their annual or special meetings, may appoint such
committees as may be necessary or useful.
ARTICLE VII.
There shall be annually appointed a treasurer and two members of the society, who
together shall be termed trustees of the permanent fund.
The treasurer shall receive all contributions which shall be made to the society, and
enter them in detail, distinguishing between what may be contributed for domestic,
and what for foreign purposes, if any such distinction should be made; and present a
statement of his accounts annually, or oftener, if required, to the board of directors. He
shall not pay monies unless on an order from the board, signed by the president, or in
his absence, by the senior vice-president, who may attend the meeting, when such order
is given.
Twenty per cent of all monies, which shall be contributed, to carry into effect the objects
of the institution, shall be vested by the trustees, in their own name, as officers of the
society, in some safe and productive stock, to constitute a permanent fund. The residue
of the contributions, with the interest arising from the permanent fund, shall be
appropriated to the objects, for which the society was formed.
ARTICLE VIII.
The board of directors, at their annual meetings, shall take such measures as they deem
proper, to establish auxiliary societies in any diocese, with the advice and consent of
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the Bishop of the same; to secure patronage, and to enlarge the funds of the institution.
The Bishop of every diocese shall be president of the auxiliary societies organized
within it.
ARTICLE IX.
In any Diocese where there is a Bishop or an ecclesiastical body duly constituted under
the authority of the convention of the same for missionary purposes, aid may be given
in money; but the appointment of the missionary shall rest with the Bishop or
ecclesiastical body aforesaid. He shall act under their direction; and shall render to
them a report of his proceedings, copies of which shall be forwarded to this society.
ARTICLE X.
The board of directors shall, at every meeting of the society, present a detailed report of
their proceedings; which if approved and adopted by the society, shall, on the next day
be presented by their president, to the General Convention, as the report of the society.
ARTICLE XI.
The present convention shall elect, by ballot, the twenty-four directors and two
secretaries, provided for, by the 4th Article, to act till the first stated meeting of the
society; and the first meeting of the board of directors shall take place at Philadelphia,
on the third Wednesday in November instant.
ARTICLE XII.
It is recommended to every member of this society, to pray to Almighty God, for his
blessings upon its designs under the full conviction, that unless he direct us in all our
doings, with his most gracious favor, and further us, with his continual help, we cannot
reasonably hope, either to procure suitable persons to act as missionaries, or expect
that their endeavors will be successful.

Because the Constitution of 1820 was incomplete, and practically no
action was taken under it, the missionary work of the Church has been
considered as having had its real beginning at the Convention of 1821.
Convention of 1823
This Convention amended the Constitution of the Missionary Society
in several particulars, most of them not important. Article VI, which
had restricted the filling of vacancies among the missionaries to the
annual meeting, was amended to permit this being done at special
meetings as well.
A new article was added to the Constitution, to be numbered XII,
and to read as follows:
Alterations of the Constitution may be proposed either by the Society or by the General
Convention, at their respective triennial meetings, but no proposed alterations shall be
adopted, unless by concurrent vote of the two bodies.

Former Article XII was renumbered XIII.
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Convention of 1826
The Standing Committee on the Domestic and Foreign Missionary
Society in the House of Deputies reported that "nearly $2,000.00 had
been subscribed for a mission to the western coast of Africa, and other
considerable sums for establishing missions in other parts of the world,"
and offered the following resolution, which was adopted by the House:
Resolved, That the Board of Directors of the Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society
be requested to establish, and as soon as possible occupy, a missionary station at Liberia,
the American colony on the western coast of Africa, and also at Buenos Aires, or its
vicinity, in South America.

This was the first step taken towards the establishment of foreign
mission stations of the American Church.
Convention of 1829
This Convention amended Article II of the Constitution so as to provide
that members of the House of Deputies should no longer be constituted
as members of the Society, and instead of members who paid fifty dollars
being constituted patrons of the Society, clergymen who paid fifty
dollars, and other persons who paid one hundred dollars, at one time,
were to be denominated as patrons, and be counted as honorary
members of the board of directors. Subscribers were no longer restricted
to either domestic or foreign missions in making their contributions,
but might designate any other missionary object to which they desired
their contributions to be applied.
Article III was amended to provide that the triennial meeting of the
Society was to be held on the second day of the session of General
Convention, instead of the first day thereof. Also, that the preacher at
that meeting was to be appointed by the board of directors instead of
by the House of Bishops.
Article V was amended so as to provide that instead of the patrons
being directors, ex officio, only those who were already such before the
article was amended, together with the secretary and treasurer, and the
president and vice-president, were to constitute the board of directors.
Authority was given to the executive committee to determine the place
of the annual meeting, except in the years when the General Convention
met, instead of always holding the meeting in the city of Philadelphia.
Article VI was amended to provide that a month's notice was to be
given for a special meeting. New missionary stations could be fixed at
any special meeting without authorization by the annual meeting, as
formerly required. The board was also given power to appoint an
executive committee. The former article provided that all appointments
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of missionaries must have the approbation of the bishops present. The
amended article required only the consent of the president or of the
bishop to whose diocese the appointed missionary belonged.
Article VII was amended in several unimportant particulars, except
that it was provided that only legacies and other sums specifically given
for the permanent fund should be applied thereto, instead of the former
provision that twenty per cent of all moneys contributed to the Society
should be reserved to form a permanent fund.
Article VIII was amended to enlarge the power of the board of
directors so as to permit them to do at any meeting what before could
only be done at an annual meeting. The former provision that the
bishop of the diocese should be the president of all auxiliary societies
formed in his diocese was stricken out.
Article X was amended so as to provide that the board should publish
each year a report of their proceedings for the information of the Church
at large, and at every meeting of the Society, present a general view of
the proceedings of the board since the last meeting, to be referred to a
committee to prepare a report to be presented to the General
Convention.
Other amendments were also made to the several articles, but were
not of sufficient importance to require consideration.
Convention of 1832
This Convention amended Article III by providing that the time of the
meeting of the Society should be appointed by the board of directors,
instead of on the second day of the session of General Convention as
formerly provided.
The former provision that a sermon was to be preached at this
meeting and an offering taken was stricken out.
Convention of 1835
A committee of the House of Deputies, appointed to consider the question
of the election of missionary bishops, reported that there was urgent
need of such bishops, and that the reason why their election and
consecration had so long been delayed was because there did not seem
to be any reasonable prospect of supporting them, but that now "a
missionary spirit on which reliance may be had, has been awakened in
the Church, and the missionary department puts it in the power of the
Convention to send the requisite number of bishops to those settlements."
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The Convention enacted a canon on Missionary Bishops, which
provided for the election of bishops in states and territories not
organized into dioceses, and also in places outside of the United States,
which the House of Bishops might designate. The consent of the Board
of Missions as well as the consents of the bishops and various standing
committees was made necessary by this canon, to the consecration of a
missionary bishop.
This Convention adopted a new constitution for the Missionary
Society as follows:
ARTICLE I.
This institution shall be denominated "The Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society of
the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States of America."
ARTICLE II.
The Society shall be considered as comprehending all persons who are members of this
Church.
ARTICLE III.
At every Triennial meeting of the General Convention, which is the constituted
representative body of the whole Protestant Episcopal Church in these United States,
there shall be appointed, by a concurrent vote, on nomination by a joint Committee of
the two Houses, a Board of thirty members, who, together with the Bishops of this
Church, and such persons as became patrons of this Society before the meeting of the
General Convention in the year 1829, shall be called the "Board of Missions of the
Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States of America." The said Committee of
Nominations shall consist of three Bishops, to be elected by ballot, in the House of
Bishops, and three Presbyters and three laymen, to be elected by ballot in the House of
Clerical and Lay Deputies.
ARTICLE IV.
To the Board of Missions shall be entrusted the supervision of the general missionary
operations of the Church, with power to establish missionary stations, appoint
missionaries, make appropriations of money, regulate the conducting of missions, fill any
vacancies in their number which may occur, and also to enact all by-laws which they may
deem necessary for their own government and the government of their committees.
ARTICLE V.
The presiding Bishop of this Church shall be the president of the Board; and in his
absence, the senior bishop present shall preside; in the absence of all the Bishops, the
Board shall elect a president pro tempore.
ARTICLE VI.
The Board of Missions shall hold its first meeting at the call of the presiding Bishop and
meet annually thereafter at such time and place as may have been appointed at the
previous annual meeting, and also on the second day of the meeting of the General
Convention, at the place of its meeting. They shall publish an annual report of their
proceedings for the information of the Society, and present a triennial report to each
stated General Convention.
At all meetings of the Board, ten members shall form a quorum.
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Special meetings of the Board may be called as shall be provided in their own by-laws.
ARTICLE VII.
The Board, as soon as may be after it has been constituted, shall proceed to appoint
eight persons, four of whom shall be clergymen, and four of whom shall be laymen, who,
together with the Bishop of the Diocese in which the Committee shall be located, shall
be a Committee for Domestic Missions; and eight other persons, four of whom shall be
Clergymen and four of whom shall be laymen, who, together with the Bishop of the
Diocese in which the Committee shall be located, shall be a Committee for Foreign
Missions; all of whom shall be ex officio, members of the Board of Missions.
The Board of Missions shall determine the location of the Committees respectively.
Any bishop or bishops present at the place of meeting, shall have a right, ex-officio, to
attend as members of the same, the meetings of the Committees.
Vacancies occurring in either of the Committees, during the recess of the Board, may be
filled by the Committees respectively, subject to the approval of the Board at its next
meeting.
ARTICLE VIII.
To the Committees of the Board thus constituted, shall be referred, in their respective
departments, during the recess of the Board, the whole administration of the general
missionary work of the Church, subject to the regulations of the Board. Each Committee
shall make a report of their proceedings to the Board of Missions at every meeting of
the Board.
ARTICLE IX.
The Board of Missions shall appoint for each Committee, a Secretary and General Agent,
with a suitable salary, who shall be the executive officer of the Committee to collect
information, to conduct its correspondence, to devise and recommend plans of operation,
and in general to execute all the purposes of the Board, in his proper sphere, submitting
all his measures, before their adoption, to the Committee for whom he is appointed, for
their approval.
Each Committee shall appoint a treasurer, and the Board shall designate which of the
treasurers appointed shall be authorized to receive all moneys not specifically
appropriated, which moneys shall be at the disposal of the Board.
The Secretaries and Treasurers shall be ex-officio members of their respective
Committees and of the Board.
Local and subordinate agents and officers may, when necessary, be appointed by each
Committee.
ARTICLE X.
For the guidance of the Committee it is declared that the missionary field is always to
be regarded as one, THE WORLD—the terms domestic and foreign being understood as
terms of locality adopted for convenience. Domestic missions are those which are
established within, and foreign missions are those which are established without, the
territory of the United States.
ARTICLE XI.
No clergyman shall be appointed a missionary by the Board, or by either of the
Committees, without the recommendation of the ecclesiastical authority of the diocese
to which he belongs; nor shall any missionary be sent to officiate in any diocese, without
the consent of the ecclesiastical authority of the same; and no clergyman shall be
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appointed a missionary who is not at the time a minister of the Protestant Episcopal
Church of regular standing; and the appointment of a missionary may be annulled at
any time by the written direction or order of a majority of the bishops of the Church.
ARTICLE XII.
The Board of Missions provided for in the 3rd Article of this Constitution, shall in all
cases be continued in office until a new Board is elected.
ARTICLE XIII.
It is recommended to every member of this Society to pray to Almighty God for his
blessing upon its designs, under the full conviction that unless He directs us in all our
doings with His most gracious favor, and furthers us with his continual help, we cannot
reasonably hope to procure suitable persons to act as missionaries, or expect that their
endeavors will be successful.

This Constitution marks a great step in advance in the missionary
organization of the Church.
The adoption of this Constitution and the enactment of the canon
providing for the election of missionary bishops stamped the General
Convention of 1835 as the great Missionary Convention of the Church.
For the missionary spirit shown by this Convention, no small part
is due to the great sermon preached by Bishop Mcllvaine of Ohio before
the Missionary Society just before the meeting of the Convention, in
which he said, "The Church is a great missionary association, divinely
constituted, for the special work of sending into all the world the
ministers and missionaries of the Word." When the committee of the
board of directors of the Society met to consider the reorganization of
the Society, they were unanimous in favor of the principle that the
Church itself is the great missionary society and should carry on the
work of missions by a board appointed by the General Convention.
We are not surprised to find that the new Constitution adopted by
this Convention enunciated two great principles, viz.: that every
baptized member of the Church was a member of the Society, and that
the missionary field of the Church was the world.
Convention of 1838
This Convention amended Article IV of the new Constitution by adding
the following proviso thereto:
Provided, always, that in relation to organized Dioceses having Bishops, the Board
shall regulate the number of Missionary Stations, but the Bishop of the Diocese may
select the Stations, and may at any time discontinue a Station, and in lieu of it establish
one elsewhere.

Convention of 1856
This Convention amended Article III of the Society's Constitution so as
to provide that there should be a representation of the clergy and of the
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laity from each diocese in the Board of Missions, instead of a fixed
number of thirty members as before.
Convention of 1862
This Convention amended Article IV by adding thereto the following
proviso:
Provided, always, that in relation to organized Dioceses, having Bishops, the Board
shall regulate the number of missionary stations, and, with the consent of the Bishop,
shall select the stations.

Article XI was amended by changing the words "without the
recommendation of the ecclesiastical authority of the Diocese to which
he belongs," to read: "until after conference with the Ecclesiastical
Authority of the Diocese or Missionary District to which he belongs."
A new article, numbered XII, was added to read as follows:
Associations designed to act in connection with the Board in the great missionary work
committed to the Church may become auxiliary; and all contributions specially
appropriated for such purpose by such Associations or by any individuals, shall be
received and paid in accordance with the expressed wish of the donors.

This article is important as authorizing and laying the foundation
for the Woman's Auxiliary, later renamed the Episcopal Churchwomen,
which has become such a powerful force in the missionary work of the
Church.
Convention of 1865
A new article was added to the Constitution of the Missionary Society
by the Convention of 1865, numbered V, and to read as follows:
There may be appointed, during the will of the Board of Missions, a Commission to be
called the "Commission of Home Missions to Colored People," to whom shall be committed
the religious and other instruction of the freedmen; said Commission to meet quarterly;
a majority to be a quorum, with authority to appoint a Secretary and General Agent
and Treasurer, and to constitute, as its general representative, with full power to act
for it during its recess, an Executive Committee composed of such a number of its
members as it may prescribe, not to exceed eight; the members of said Executive
Committee to be ex officio members of the Board of Missions; and said Commission to
be governed in its actions by the principles laid down in the article of the Constitution
of this Society concerning the appointment of Missionaries.

Convention of 1871
This Convention, sometimes called the Jubilee Convention because it
met just fifty years after the establishing of the missionary organization
of the Church and celebrated that anniversary, amended the first article
of the Constitution of the Society by adding thereto the following:
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And the Board of Missions of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States of
America, hereinafter provided for, may exercise, subject to the General Convention,
and within the limitations contained in this Constitution, and in any amendments
hereafter made in the same, all the corporate powers of the institution aforesaid.

This amendment was designed to give larger powers to the Board of
Missions, authorizing it to exercise all the corporate powers of the
Society.
We have given a somewhat extended consideration to this
Constitution of the Missionary Society, because, until the Convention
of 1871, there was no canon regulating and controlling the work of the
Society; the Constitution taking the place of a canon. As a canon was
now enacted which, in some measure, superseded certain provisions of
that Constitution, our consideration will now be confined to the canon
and the amendments made thereto from time to time.
The following canon was enacted by this Convention as Title III,
Canon 9.
Of the Board of Missions
Sec. 1. (i) It shall be the duty of the General Convention, at every triennial meeting, on
nomination by a Joint Committee of the two Houses, designated for that purpose, to
appoint a Board of Missions for the management of the General Missions, Foreign and
Domestic, of this Church.
(ii) All the Bishops of this Church shall be ex-officio members of said Board. The elective
members shall be selected from the Presbyters and Laymen of the several organized
Dioceses of this Church, in such numerical proportions as shall from time to time be
determined.
Sec. 2. The Board of Missions may adopt a Constitution, and modify the same as occasion
shall require: Provided, that such Constitution and amendments shall be of no force
until the same shall have been submitted to and approved by the General Convention.
Sec 3. At every triennial Convention the Board of Missions shall make a report of its
doings to the General Convention.

The principal change made by the canon, and wherein it differed
from the Constitution of the Society, was the provision that the board
itself might adopt a Constitution, subject to the approval of the General
Convention.
Convention of 1877
Canon 9 of 1871 was very materially amended by the Convention of
1877. This canon and the Constitution of the Missionary Society were
now combined into a canon, but denominated as the Constitution of
the Missionary Society, to read as follows:
Of the Constitution of the Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society of the Protestant
Episcopal Church in the United States of America
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Sec. 1. The Constitution of the said Society, which was incorporated by an act of the
Legislature of the State of New York, is hereby amended and established so as to read
as follows:
Constitution of the Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society of the Protestant Episcopal
Church in the United States of America, as established in 1821, and since amended at
various times.
ARTICLE I.
This institution shall be denominated The Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society of
the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States of America.
ARTICLE II.
This Society shall be considered as comprehending all persons who are members of this
Church.
ARTICLE III.
There shall be a Board of Missions of such Society, composed of the Bishops of this
Church, and the members for the time being of the House of Deputies of the General
Conventions of this Church, Bishops and Deputies sitting apart as in General
Convention, or together when they shall so decide. The Board of Missions thus
constituted shall convene on the third day of the session of the General Convention,
and shall sit from time to time as the business of the Board shall demand.
ARTICLE IV.
There shall be a Board of Managers, comprising all the Bishops as Members ex-officio,
and fifteen Presbyters and fifteen laymen, to be appointed by the Board of Missions at
every triennial meeting of the General Convention, who shall have the management of
the General Missions of this Church, and shall remain in office until their successors
are chosen, and shall have power to fill any vacancies that may occur in their number.
Eight Clerical members and eight Lay members shall constitute a quorum. This Board
of Managers shall, during the recess of the Convention, exercise all the corporate powers
of the Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society. The Board of Managers shall report to
the General Convention, constituted as a Board of Missions, on or before the third day
of the session of the General Convention. But nothing herein contained shall affect the
rights of any surviving life members of the Board of Missions.
ARTICLE V.
The Board of Managers is authorized to form, from its own members, a Committee for
Domestic Missions and a Committee for Foreign Missions, and such other Committees
as it may seem desirable to promote special Missionary work, and is also authorized to
appoint such officers as shall be needful for carrying out the work.
ARTICLE VI.
The Board of Managers is entrusted with power to establish and regulate such Missions
as are not placed under Episcopal supervision, and to enact all by-laws which it may
deem necessary for its own government and for the government of its Committees:
Provided, always, that in relation to organized Dioceses and Missionary Jurisdictions
having Bishops, the appropriations shall be made in gross to such Dioceses and
Missionary Jurisdictions, to be disbursed by the local authorities thereof. The Board
shall notify to the several Bishops the gross sums so appropriated; and those Bishops
shall regulate the number of Mission Stations, appoint the Missionaries, and assign
them their stipends, with the approval of the Board of Managers.
ARTICLE VII.
No person shall be appointed a Missionary who is not at the time a Minister of the
Protestant Episcopal Church of regular standing; but nothing in this Section precludes
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the Committees from making pecuniary appropriations in aid of Missions under the
care of other Churches in communion with this Church, or of employing laymen or
women, members of this Church, to do Missionary work.
ARTICLE VIII.
The Board of Managers is authorized to promote the formation of auxiliary Missionary
Associations, whose contributions, as well as those specially appropriated by individuals,
shall be received and paid in accordance with the wish of the donors, when expressed in
writing. It shall be the duty of the Board of Managers to arrange for public Missionary
meetings, to be held at the same time and place as the General Convention, and at such
other times and places as may be determined upon, to which all auxiliaries approved by
the Board of Managers may send one Clerical and one Lay Delegate.
ARTICLE IX.
This Constitution may be altered or amended at any time by the General Convention of
this Church.
Sec. 2. All Canons, and all action by or under the authority of the General Convention,
so far as inconsistent with the provisions of this Canon and of such amended Constitution,
are hereby repealed: Provided, however, that nothing herein shall in any manner impair
or affect any corporate rights of the said Society, or any vested right whatever.
Sec. 3. This Canon shall take effect immediately.

The Constitution of the Missionary Society was made a canon in
order that it might stand as a permanent constitution, making the
General Convention the Board of Missions of the Society. It was done
to meet the needs of the Church, to put into the heart of the Church its
own missionary work, and to give to it all that was necessary to be
given in order that it might properly discharge its responsibilities to
the great mission work of the Church.
Convention of 1880
It was to be expected that experience would show the necessity of
further legislation to give the new canon more complete and practical
efficiency.
It was believed that the delegates from missionary jurisdictions ought
to be members of the Board of Missions, as well as the members of the
Board of Managers, and the secretaries and treasurers of the two
committees. When the provision that the House of Bishops and the House
of Deputies might sit apart or together as a board of missions was placed
in Article III by the former Convention, it met with much opposition. Its
impracticability was soon demonstrated and it was proposed that the
two houses meet together when sitting as a board of missions.
Article III was amended accordingly.
In Article IV the words, "during the recess of the Convention," in
the third sentence, were stricken out, and these words inserted in place
thereof: "when the Board of Missions is not in session."
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As the Convention sat only a small part of its session as a board of
missions, it might well happen that some action in the matter of the
missionary work of the Church ought to be taken while the Convention
was in session. Under the former article, no action could be taken in
the matter until the Convention sat as a board of missions, or until
after the adjournment of the Convention. For this reason the change
was made, giving the Board of Managers power to act at any time when
the Board of Missions was not in session.
Article VII was amended by striking out the word "Committees"
and inserting in place thereof the following: "Board of Managers."
It was felt that the making of pecuniary appropriations in aid of
missions under the care of other Churches was too important a matter
to be left to the judgment of committees, but should be under the
direction of the Board of Managers.
Convention of 1883
The provision of Article VII, authorizing the Board of Managers to make
pecuniary contributions in aid of missions under the care of other
Churches in communion with this Church, was stricken out. The Board
of Managers, in its report to this Convention stated that the practical
operation of this provision had not been satisfactory. The board had
from time to time made appropriations to such a Church, but without
the power of knowing or finding out how the expenditures were made.
In the opinion of the board a change of policy in this matter was urgently
demanded.
Article III was amended by striking the references to secretaries
and treasurers which had been added by the previous Convention. It
had been discovered that under the law of the state of New York, in
which state the Missionary Society was incorporated, no trustee of the
Board of Missions or the Board of Managers could be salaried officers
thereof, and as said secretaries were salaried officers of the Society,
they could not be members of the Board of Missions.
Article VIII was amended by inserting after the words "The Board
of Managers" in the first sentence, the following:
shall have power to appoint local agents to represent the Society in different parts of
this country, and...

Convention of 1886
A special committee of the Board of Managers, appointed to consider
and report any measures necessary to carry out the provisions of the
Missionary Canon, stated in their report that, while the present
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organization was a great improvement in many respects on that which
had preceded it, there was still room for improvement. The committee
felt that one reason why it was not more effective was that the board
was equally divided into two committees, domestic and foreign, "thus
practically divesting the Board of all active connection with the details
of the work committed to its charge, beyond a quarterly meeting to
ratify and record the action of the two Committees." The committee
recommended that the board should meet monthly as a board and act
in the first instance on all matters that came before it.
Acting on these recommendations of the special committee, the
Convention amended Articles IV and V of the canon so as to provide for
a smaller Board of Managers to have the management of the general
missions of the Church, doing away with the two former committees
on domestic and foreign missions. Where, before, all the bishops were
members of the Board of Managers, under the amended canon only the
Presiding Bishop and fifteen other bishops chosen by the General
Convention from the Missionary Council were to be members of the
board. All other bishops were made ex officio members of the board
with all the privileges of the elected bishops except the right to vote.
A Missionary Council was also provided for, to comprise all the
bishops of the Church and an equal number of presbyters and also of
laymen. This council was to meet annually in the years appointed for
the meeting of the Board of Missions. It was given power to take all
necessary action regarding the missionary work, provided that such
action did not conflict with the general policy of the Board of Missions
as determined upon at its triennial session.
Article VI was also amended.
Under the former article, appropriations were to be made in bulk to
foreign missionary jurisdictions as well as domestic ones. This was
objected to by some of the foreign missionary bishops, who preferred
that the appropriations should not be disbursed by them, and the article
as amended exempted such jurisdictions from the provision requiring
the appropriations to be made to each diocese and jurisdiction in bulk.
These appropriations were formerly to be disbursed by the local
authorities of each diocese and jurisdiction; under the provisions of the
amended article they were to be disbursed by the bishops with the
approval of the standing committee or Board of Missions of the diocese
or jurisdiction. Provision was also made that no part of this annual
appropriation should be used for any other purpose than the support
of the missionaries, without the concurrence of the Board of Managers.
An itemized account of how the appropriations had been expended was
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to be made annually to the Board of Managers. The article is silent,
however, as to who should make this account.
Article VII was a new article relating to the salary of a missionary
bishop and read as follows:
The salary of a Missionary Bishop shall be fixed at or before the time of his election, to
take effect from the date of his Consecration, and shall not be diminished during his
official relation to the Board of Missions without his consent. But all contributions by
the Missionary Jurisdictions for the support of their Bishops shall be reported to the
Board of Managers and accounted for as a part of such salary. Whenever the Board
shall be satisfied of the ability of a Missionary Jurisdiction to support its Bishop with a
salary not less than that provided for at his Consecration, the relation of such Missionary
Bishop to the Board of Missions may be terminated by said Board.

Former Article VII was renumbered VIII.
Article VIII was renumbered IX, and amended to do away with the
requirement that public missionary meetings should be held at the
time and place of the meeting of the General Convention, and put the
holding of such meetings as to time and place under the direction of
the Board of Managers; also permitting auxiliaries approved by the
Board of Managers to send representatives to such meetings.
Articles IX and X were renumbered X and XI respectively.
Convention of 1889
Article IV was amended in a number of particulars:
The former Article IV neglected to provide that the Board of
Managers should have membership in the Missionary Council, a serious
omission, as their presence in the council was necessary to insure a
correct understanding of the details of the missionary work.
The former article also made no provision for diocesan representation
in the Missionary Council; it only provided that the council should
comprise a number of presbyters, and a number of laymen, each number
equal to the number of bishops. The amendment provided that there
should be one clerical and one lay delegate to the council from each
diocese. No provision seems to have been made for any representation
from missionary jurisdictions.
In case of a vacancy in a diocesan representation, the bishop was
given power to fill the vacancy.
This article was further amended by adding at the close thereof the
following:
There shall be appointed at each meeting of the General Convention and of the
Missionary Council a Committee consisting of two Bishops, two Presbyters and two
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laymen, together with the General Secretary of the Board of Missions, whose duty it
shall be to arrange an order of work for the ensuing meeting of the Board of Missions, or
of the Missionary Council.

In this amendment occurs the first mention of a general secretary
of the Board of Missions. The Board of Managers in their report to the
General Convention of 1886 strongly urged that provision be made for
the appointment of such an officer, one who would be not a "mere
Secretary and financial agent managing the office and pleading for
means to support our missionary operations, but as the active living
centre and representative of our work."
The Board of Managers reported that they had adopted a by-law
providing for such an officer, and had elected the Rev. Dr. Langford as
secretary.
The board was given this power under the provisions of Article V,
which provided that the board might "appoint such officers as shall be
needful for carrying on such work, and to enact all by-laws, etc."
Convention of 1892
The first paragraph of Article IV was amended to read as follows:
There shall be a Missionary Council of this Church. it shall comprise all the Bishops of
this Church, all the members of the Board of Managers, such other clergymen or laymen
as may be selected by the General Convention at its triennial meetings, and in addition
thereto, one presbyter and one layman from each Diocese and Missionary Jurisdiction
to be chosen by the Convention, Council, or Convocation of such Diocese or Missionary
Jurisdiction. This Council so formed shall meet annually except in those years appointed
for the meeting of the Board of Missions, at such time and place as may be designated
by the Board of Managers with the approval of the presiding Bishop. Said Council
shall be competent to take all necessary action in regard to the missionary work of the
Church, which shall not conflict with the general policy of the Board of Missions as
from time to time determined at its triennial session. It shall be competent for the
Bishop of a Diocese or Missionary Jurisdiction to fill vacancies in the representation of
his Diocese or Jurisdiction occurring by removal, resignation, or death, between the
sessions of the Convention, Council, or Convocation of his Diocese or Missionary
Jurisdiction.

The failure, hitherto, to provide for any representation from
missionary jurisdictions in the Missionary Council was now corrected.
The membership of the council was further enlarged by the provision
for the appointment of such clergymen and laymen as might be selected
by the General Convention.
No provision was made in the former article as to how the
representatives from the several dioceses should be chosen. This was
now remedied.
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The article was further amended by striking out the proviso that
the filling of vacancies in the Board of Managers should be restricted
to members of the Missionary Council. The board was now left free to
elect to such vacancies such persons as it might see fit to choose.
Convention of 1895
Article IV seems to have been a subject for amendment in every
Convention, and the Convention of 1895 continued to amend it, as
follows:
At the end of the second sentence were added the words:
said Presbyter and said laymen to continue for one year or until a successor is appointed.

Also, the words
which shall be competent to take all necessary action, in regard to the Missionary work
of the Church which shall not conflict with the general policy of the Board as from time
to time determined at its triennial sessions

were stricken out, and in place thereof the following words were inserted:
Said Council shall be competent to consider the Missionary work of the Church, to
make such recommendations to the Board of Managers as it may deem expedient, and
to increase interest in the work of the Board of Missions.

Instead of empowering the Missionary Council to take all necessary
action regarding the missionary work of the Church, it was now confined
to the making of recommendations to the Board of Managers, and to
increasing the interest in the missionary work.
The canon was further amended by the addition of a new article to
be numbered X, and to read as follows:
Whenever there shall be a meeting of the Board of Missions, as provided for in Article
III. of this Canon, there shall be a roll call of the Bishops and of all deputations and
delegations, and of the other members of the Board, and in all votes such call shall also
be made whenever demanded by the Clerical or Lay Deputation of any Diocese, or by
any three members appointed under Article III. A majority of the Board shall constitute
a quorum for business. A majority of all members of the Board present at any meeting
shall be necessary to pass any motion.

This article was enacted to prevent important action being taken
when less than a majority of the members of the board were present.
Article X was renumbered as Article XI.
Convention of 1898
Article IV was again amended by the Convention.
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In the second paragraph of said article, the words, "to be selected
from the Missionary Council," were stricken out.
In the first part of the article it was declared that the Missionary
Council should comprise, among other members, "all the members of
the Board of Managers." This would seem to assume that the members
of the Board of Managers were to be members of the council by reason
of their office. In the second paragraph, however, the General
Convention tied itself up to the appointment of the Board of Managers
from the membership of the council. Formerly the Board of Managers
in filling vacancies in its membership was restricted in like manner;
but the Convention of 1892 removed this particular restriction. Hence
it would appear as if that Convention, while intending to release the
Board of Managers from any limitation in the matter, left it self-bound.
Attention to this fact was called by the Board of Managers in its report
to the Convention, with the result that the restriction was removed.
Article VI was amended by adding at the end thereof, the following:
In Missionary Jurisdictions, both Foreign and Domestic, the titles to all Church property
and funds, not distinctly parochial, shall be reported to the Board of Managers; and
copies of all deeds conveying or affecting such property or funds shall be forwarded to
the Board of Managers by the Bishop of the Jurisdiction.
Every Missionary Bishop shall annually report to the Board of Managers all contributions
received by him for his work, except such as shall come to him through the Treasurer of
the Board.

Under the provisions of the former Article IX the Board of Managers,
in the appointment of agents to represent it in different parts of the
country, was obliged to choose local agents. This restriction seemed
unnecessary, and inadvisable, and was removed by striking the word
"local."
Convention of 1901
The only change made in this canon by the Convention of 1901 was the
changing of the words "Missionary Jurisdiction" to "Missionary
District," wherever they occurred therein.
Convention of 1904
In the revision of the Digest of Canons by this Convention, Title III,
Canon 7, was made Canon 52 and very radically amended to read as
follows:
Of the Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society
The Constitution of the said Society, which was incorporated by an Act of the Legislature
of the State of New York, as from time to time amended, is hereby amended and
established so as to read as follows:
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Constitution of the Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society of the Protestant Episcopal
Church in the United States of America, as established in 1820, and since amended at
various times.
ARTICLE I.
This Organization shall be called The Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society of the
Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States of America, and shall be considered
as comprehending all persons who are members of the Church. The Presiding Bishop
of the Church shall be, ex-officio, the President of the Society.
ARTICLE II.
Sec. 1. There shall be a Board of Missions for the purpose of exercising the administrative
functions of the Society, the members of which shall be triennially chosen and appointed
by the General Convention of the Church.
Sec. 2. The Presiding Bishop shall be, ex-officio, the President of the Board of Missions.
Fifteen other Bishops, fifteen Presbyters, and fifteen Laymen shall complete the active
membership of the Board. The Board thus constituted shall exercise all the corporate
powers of the Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society; its members shall remain in
office until their successors are chosen, and they shall have power to fill any vacancies
that may occur in their number, save when a vacancy occurs within three months of a
meeting of the General Convention.
Sec. 3. The Board of Missions shall elect a Vice-President, who, in the absence of the
President, ex-officio, shall preside at all meetings.
Sec. 4. The Bishops of this Church, other than those chosen for active membership,
shall be honorary members of the Board, with all the rights and privileges of the elected
members, except the right to vote.
Sec. 5. The Board of Missions may organize such Committees as may be needful for the
better prosecution of its work, and may enact all necessary By-Laws for its own
government and for the government of its Officers and Committees, subject always to
the provisions of this Canon.
Sec. 6. For ordinary purposes, ten active members shall constitute a quorum, but for
the election or removal of Officers and Committees, for the making of the annual
appropriations or for changing the By-Laws, a majority of the active members must be
present at a meeting.
Sec. 7. Each General Convention shall also elect a General Secretary and a Treasurer,
to hold office until their places are filled by the General Convention. Each of these
Officers may be removed by a two-thirds vote at any meeting of the Board of Missions.
Sec. 8. The General Secretary, so elected, shall nominate for election by the Board of
Missions certain Associate Secretaries, their number to be determined by the said Board.
The Board of Missions shall determine the division of work of any and all such Associate
Secretaries. These additional Secretaries shall hold office during the pleasure of the
Board of Missions by which they have been elected, or until their successors are
appointed.
Sec. 9. The Treasurer shall nominate an Assistant Treasurer to be elected by the Board
of Missions and to hold office during its pleasure, or until his successor is appointed.
The Assistant Treasurer shall give bonds in such amounts as the Board of Missions
may deem necessary.
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Sec. 10. In the event of a vacancy occurring in the office of General Secretary or Treasurer
between sessions of the General Convention, the Board of Missions shall appoint a
successor to act during the unexpired term.
Sec. 11. The salaries of all the Secretaries and of the Assistant Treasurer shall be fixed
by the Board of Missions. The Treasurer shall serve without compensation.
Sec. 12. The Board of Missions shall have power to appoint agents to represent the
Society in different parts of the country, and is authorized to promote the formation of
Auxiliary Missionary Associations, whose contributions, as well as those specially
designated by individuals, shall be received and paid in accordance with the wish of the
donors when expressed in writing.
ARTICLE III.
Sec. 1. The Board of Missions shall make a full annual report to the Church of its work
by publication. It shall also make a triennial report to each General Convention, which
report shall be the order of the day on the third day of the session. For the reception
and the discussion of the report the House of Bishops and the House of Deputies shall
sit in joint session; but all action upon the report shall be taken by the concurrent vote
of the two Houses meeting separately.
Sec. 2. The Board of Missions shall also make frequent report to the Church at large
alike of its transactions as a deliberative body and of the progress of its enterprises;
that so all the members of the Society may be the more earnestly moved to intercessory
prayer and generous giving.
Sec. 3. As a further means of obtaining accurate information concerning the progress of
the Church's Missions, a committee, consisting of two Bishops, two Presbyters, and two
Laymen, together with the Officers of the Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society,
shall be appointed by each General Convention, to arrange with the Missionary Bishops
and others to address joint sessions of the two Houses of the next following General
Convention, upon the needs, conditions, and opportunities for Church extension in the
several fields. This committee shall also arrange for the holding of public missionary
mass meetings at the time and place of the General Convention, in consultation with
the local committee of arrangements therefore. The report of this committee shall be
submitted for approval at the opening of the joint session provided for in this Article.
Sec. 4. The elected members of the Board of Missions and the Secretaries, Treasurers,
and Assistant Treasurer of the Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society shall have the
right of the floor at all joint sessions of the two Houses at which missionary matters are
under discussion, but without the right to vote unless they be also Deputies to the
General Convention.
ARTICLE IV.
The Board of Missions shall, from time to time, arrange, through its officers, for the
holding of Missionary Conferences for the systematic study of Missions and for the
arousing among the people a greater missionary zeal. These Conferences shall be held
in various parts of the country under such regulations as the Board may deem proper.
The Missionary Conferences may pass advisory resolutions, and may memorialize or
petition either the General Convention or the Board of Missions at any time.
ARTICLE V.
Sec. 1. Bishops of Missionary Districts shall draw their salaries from the treasury of the
Society. The salaries shall, in all cases, date from the time of consecration, and shall not
be diminished, in any case, during the official connection of the Bishop in question with
the Board of Missions, except with the consent of said Bishop. Collections made by the
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people of Missionary Districts for the support of their Bishops, shall be reported to the
Board and accounted contributory to the salaries pledged as aforesaid.
Sec. 2. Whenever the Board shall be satisfied of the ability of a Missionary District to
support its Bishop with a salary not less than that provided for at his Consecration, the
relation of such Bishop to the Board of Missions may be terminated by said Board.
Sec. 3. Every Missionary Bishop shall annually report to the Board of Missions all
contributions received by him for his work, except such as shall come to him through
the Treasurer of the Society.
ARTICLE VI.
Sec. 1. In all organized Dioceses and Missionary Districts having Bishops in the Domestic
field, the Board of Missions is authorized to make annual appropriations to be disbursed
by the Bishops with the approval of the Standing Committee, Council of Advice, or
Board of Missions of the Diocese or District, and whenever any of said Bishops may so
elect, the Board of Missions shall act as above provided, instead of such Standing
Committee, Council of Advice, or Board of Missions: Provided, that no part of such
annual appropriation shall be expended for any other purpose than the support of
Missionaries, or the supply of Mission Stations with clerical service, without the
concurrence of the Board of Missions; and an itemized account of the expenditure of all
appropriations shall be made annually to the President of the Board of Missions; and,
Provided, that in the management of the Foreign Missions, the Bishops shall have as
their Council of Advice the Board of Missions for the general schedule of expenditures;
but for the details of the local work, they may have as their advisers the Council of
Advice of their respective Districts.
Sec. 2. In the management and general expenditure of the Foreign Missions, the Bishop
shall act with the advice and consent of the Board of Missions.
ARTICLE VII.
No person shall be appointed a Missionary, who is not, at the time, a Minister in regular
standing of the Protestant Episcopal Church, or of some Church in communion with
this Church; but nothing in this Article shall preclude the Board of Missions from
employing lay men or women, members of this Church, or of some Church in communion
with the same, to do missionary work.
ARTICLE VIII.
Sec. 1. This Constitution may be altered or amended at any time by the General
Convention of this Church.
Sec. 2. All Canons and all action by or under the authority of the General Convention, so
far as inconsistent with the provisions of this Canon, and of such amended Constitution,
are hereby repealed: Provided, however, that nothing herein shall in any manner impair
or affect any corporate rights of the said Society, or any vested right whatever.
Sec. 3. Every parish and congregation of this Church shall make at least one annual
offering for the missionary work of the Church conducted by the Board of Missions.
Sec. 4. This Canon shall take effect immediately.

Under this canon the General Convention was no longer the Board
of Missions. The former Board of Managers was now the Board of
Missions, and the Presiding Bishop, ex officio, was the president of the
board.
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Convention of 1907
After the refusal of the House of Deputies, by noncurrence of orders, to
concur with the House of Bishops in enacting a canon establishing the
Provincial System, an amendment to the Missionary Canon was adopted
as a substitute for provinces.
Section 12 of Article II was repealed, and in its place were inserted
six new sections. These grouped the various dioceses of the Church
into eight "departments" and made provision for the local organization,
officers, and powers of such departments.
The text of these provisions is printed in the 1954 edition of this
work, page 208.
Article VIII, Section 3 was amended by adding at the end of said
section the following:
And it shall be the duty of every Minister in charge of a Parish or Congregation to
inform himself and his Congregation of the needs of the work as officially set forth.

Convention of 1910
This Convention again materially amended Canon 52. Article II was
amended so as to read as follows:
Sec. 1. There shall be a Board of Missions for the purpose of discharging the corporate
duties of the Society.
Sec. 2. The Board of Missions shall be composed of forty-eight elected members, of whom
sixteen shall be Bishops, sixteen shall be Presbyters, and sixteen shall be Laymen.
Eight of said Bishops, eight of said Presbyters, and eight of said Laymen shall be elected
triennially by the General Convention of the Church. Eight Bishops, eight Presbyters,
and eight Laymen shall be elected triennially by the Missionary Council of the several
Departments at the last meeting of the respective Councils prior to the triennial meeting
of the General Convention, the Missionary Council in each Department choosing to
represent it upon the Board of Missions, one Bishop, one Presbyter and one Layman.
The persons so chosen may be residents within the limits of the Department, or all or
any of them, at the option of said Council, may be chosen at large. The persons chosen
by the Missionary Councils shall become members of the Board upon certification of
their election to the Secretary of the House of Bishops and to the Secretary of the House
of Deputies not later than the third day of the session of the General Convention. All
members of the Board shall remain in office until their successors are elected. The
Board shall have power to fill any vacancy that may occur through the death, resignation,
or removal of any member elected by the General Convention, save when such vacancy
shall occur within three months prior to a meeting of the General Convention. In case
the Missionary Council in any department shall fail to elect one or more members to
represent it on the Board or in case a vacancy occurs in the representation from any
department at any time the Board shall have the power to fill said vacancy or vacancies,
until such time as they shall be filled by the Missionary Council or Councils.
The three members of the board representing each Missionary Department shall in the
year 1910 be elected during the session of the General Convention by the Bishops and
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Clerical and Lay Deputies from the dioceses and missionary districts constituting said
department.
Sec. 3. The General Convention shall elect the Presiding Officer of the Board of
Missions, who shall be styled the President of the Board of Missions and shall be ex
officio a member thereof. Bishops, Presbyters, and Laymen shall be eligible for said
office. If a Bishop be chosen, he shall resign his jurisdiction (in accordance with Section
4 of Article II, of the Constitution), or make suitable provision for its care. Should he
resign, a special jurisdiction may be assigned to him by the Presiding Bishop or by
the House of Bishops. The person chosen shall hold office for six years, unless in the
meantime he shall resign or be removed by the General Convention by a majority
vote of each House, the House of Deputies voting by orders; but he shall be eligible
for re-election.
The salary of the President of the Board of Missions shall be fixed and paid by the
Board and shall not be diminished during his tenure of office. Upon reaching the age of
sixty-five, the President may be retired and entitled to receive from the Board an annual
pension of one-half the salary of which at that time he shall be in receipt. The President
of the Board shall have his headquarters in the Church Mission House, and shall be the
executive head of the Board and its presiding officer.
Sec. 4. The Bishops of this Church, other than those chosen for active membership,
shall be honorary members of the Board, with all the rights and privileges of the elected
members, except the right to vote.
Sec. 5. The Board shall hold four regular meetings in each year. Special meetings of the
Board may be held in pursuance of resolutions of the Board, or may be convened by the
President. It shall be the duty of the President to call a special meeting whenever
thereunto requested in writing by three members of the Board in each Order.
The Board shall choose from its own membership an Executive Committee, to which
large discretionary powers may be delegated. The President of the Board shall be ex
officio Chairman of said Committee. The Board may organize auxiliary associations to
co-operate with the Board in the furtherance of the missionary work of the Church.
The Board may also enact all necessary by-laws for its own government and for the
government of its officers and of the Executive Committee, subject always to the
provisions of this Canon.
Sec. 6. For ordinary purposes, ten active members shall constitute a quorum, but for
the election or removal of Officers and Committees, for the making of the annual
appropriations or for changing the By-laws, a majority of the active members must be
present at a meeting.
Sec. 7. Each General Convention shall elect a Treasurer of the Board of Missions, who
shall hold office for three years, and shall be ex officio a member of the Board. Said
officer shall be removable by a two-thirds vote at any meeting of the Board of Missions.
Sec. 8. Upon the nomination of the President of the Board of Missions, the Board shall
elect such Secretaries as may be necessary, who shall perform such duties as the
President of the Board shall assign to them. The persons so elected shall hold office
during the pleasure of the Board of Missions, or until their successors are chosen.
Sec. 9. The Treasurer shall nominate an Assistant Treasurer to be elected by the Board
of Missions and to hold office during its pleasure, or until his successor is appointed.
The Treasurer and the Assistant Treasurer shall give bonds in such amounts as the
Board of Missions may deem necessary.
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Sec. 10. In the event of a vacancy occurring in the office of Treasurer between the
sessions of the General Convention, the Board of Missions shall appoint a successor to
act during the unexpired term.
Sec. 11. The salaries of all the Secretaries and of the Assistant Treasurer shall be fixed
by the Board of Missions. The Treasurer shall serve without compensation. The
Secretaries, the Treasurer and the Assistant Treasurer shall constitute a Council of
Advice for the President. The scope of the powers of the Council shall be determined by
the President, subject to the approval of the Board.
Sec. 12. The Dioceses and Missionary Districts, specified in this Section are grouped
for Missionary purposes into eight Departments, as follows:
The First Department shall consist of the Dioceses within the States of Maine, New
Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode island, and Connecticut.
The Second Department shall consist of the Dioceses within the States of New York and
New Jersey, and the Missionary District of Porto Rico.
The Third Department shall consist of the Dioceses within the States of Pennsylvania,
Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, West Virginia, and the Diocese of Washington.
The Fourth Department shall consist of the Dioceses and Missionary Districts within
the States of North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, Florida, Alabama, Mississippi,
Louisiana, Tennessee, and Kentucky.
The Fifth Department shall consist of the Dioceses within the States of Ohio, Indiana,
Illinois, Michigan, and Wisconsin.
The Sixth Department shall consist of the Dioceses and Missionary Districts within the
States of Minnesota, Iowa, North Dakota, South Dakota, Nebraska, Montana, Wyoming,
and Colorado.
The Seventh Department shall consist of the Dioceses and Missionary Districts within
the States of Missouri, Arkansas, Texas, Kansas, Oklahoma, and the Territory of New
Mexico.
The Eighth Department shall consist of the Dioceses and Missionary Districts within
the States of Idaho, Utah, Washington, Oregon, Nevada, California, and the Territories
of Arizona, Alaska, and Hawaii, and of the Missionary Districts of the Philippine
Islands.
Provided, however, That the composition of any Department shall be altered in accordance
with the provisions of Section 11 of Canon 29, whenever a new Diocese or Missionary
District shall be formed.
Sec. 13. Every department shall organize a Missionary Council auxiliary to the Board
of Missions. Said Council shall be composed of all the Bishops officially resident with
the Department and of four clerical and four lay representatives from each of the several
Dioceses and Missionary Districts within said Department, to be elected by the
Conventions or Councils of such Dioceses and by the Convocations of such Districts,
respectively. Provided, that the Council may provide for the filling of vacancies occurring
in the representation of the Dioceses or Missionary Districts within the Department;
and Provided, further, that the Council may at any time increase or diminish the number
of representatives from the Dioceses and Missionary Districts within the Department.
Sec. 14. The Missionary Council in any Department shall have the following powers:
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First. To provide for its own organization and to select a descriptive name for the
Department.
Second. To elect, subject to the approval of the Board of Missions, a Department Secretary
who shall work under the direction of the Board, and whose compensation shall be fixed
and paid by said Board. He shall hold office during the pleasure of the said Board.
Third. To elect as members of the Board of Missions a Bishop, a Presbyter and a Layman
to be the representatives of the Department.
Fourth. To promote the holding of missionary meetings and to take all such measures
to foster missionary interest within the Department as are not inconsistent with the
Constitution and Canons of the General Convention, or of any Diocese or Missionary
District within the Department.
Sec. 15. Each Department shall have the right to require that the Board of Missions, in
making an annual apportionment shall make such apportionment in gross for subdivision
by the Missionary Council thereof, as the said Council may determine.

The first three sections ofArticle III remained without change, except
for a few verbal alterations.
Section 4 was amended to read as follows:
The President of the Board of Missions, the elected members thereof, the Secretaries,
the Treasurer, the Assistant Treasurer, and the Department Secretaries, shall have the
right of the floor at all joint sessions of the two Houses of the General Convention at
which missionary matters are under discussion, but without the right to vote unless
they are already entitled to vote as members of either House.

Article IV was made the first section of the new Article IV without
amendment. A new section was added to this article to read as follows:
Sec. 2. (a) The support of the general missionary work of the Church is a responsibility
resting upon all members of the Church, as individuals, and in their collective capacity
as Congregations, Dioceses or Missionary districts.
(b) It is the duty of each Bishop and of each minister in charge of a congregation to
make known the needs of the work to the people in his Diocese or Congregation.
(c) Every congregation of this Church shall make at least one annual offering for the
missionary work of the Church, and each Minister in charge of a congregation and the
lay officers thereof shall use all diligence to secure each year the funds required by the
Board of Missions for the spread of Christ's Kingdom, at least to the amount of the
apportionment for the year.

Minor changes were made in Article V.
Article VII was amended to read as follows:
No person shall be appointed a Missionary, who is not, at the time, a Minister in regular
standing of this Church, or of some Church in Communion with this Church, or a
member thereof. But nothing in this Article shall preclude the Board of Missions from
employing for work not directly religious, according to their discretion, and at the
request of the Bishop of the Diocese or Missionary District, other persons not so
qualified.
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Article VIII remained without amendment, save that Section 3 was
stricken, as it was already included in Article IV, Section 2.
Convention of 1913
This Convention enacted a Canon of Provinces, thus providing for a
provincial system in the Church. The expedient of missionary departments
adopted in 1907 had proven a failure. Not possessing any power of
legislation they were soon recognized, especially by the laymen, as more
or less interesting debating assemblies, and were but slimly attended.
The adoption of the provincial system made necessary a change in
the Missionary Canon, which was accordingly amended as follows:
Article II, Section 2, was amended to read as follows:
The Board of Missions shall be composed of forty-eight elected members, of whom sixteen
shall be Bishops, sixteen shall be Presbyters, and sixteen shall be Laymen. Eight of
said Bishops, eight of said Presbyters, and eight of said Laymen, shall be elected
triennially by the General Convention of the Church. Eight Bishops, eight Presbyters,
and eight Laymen shall be elected triennially by the several Provincial Synods at the
last meeting of the respective Synods prior to the triennial meeting of the General
Convention, the Synod in each Province choosing to represent the Province upon the
Board of Missions, one Bishop, one Presbyter, and one Layman. The persons so chosen
may be residents within the limits of the Province, or all or any of them, at the option of
the Synod, may be chosen at large. The persons chosen by the Provincial Synods shall
become members of the Board upon certification of their election to the Secretary of the
House of Bishops, and to the Secretary of the House of Deputies, not later than the
third day of the session of the General Convention. All members of the Board shall
remain in office until their successors are elected. The Board shall have power to fill
any vacancy that may occur through the death, resignation, or removal of any member
elected by the General Convention save when such vacancy shall occur within three
months prior to a meeting of the General Convention. In case the Provincial Synod in
any Province shall fail to elect one or more members to represent it on the Board or, in
case a vacancy occurs in the representation of any Province at any time, the Board shall
have the power to fill said vacancy or vacancies until such time as they shall be filled by
the Provincial Synod or Synods. The three members of the Board representing each
Province shall in the year 1913 be the members elected by the Missionary Councils
immediately preceding the meeting of the General Convention of that year and shall
hold office until the General Convention of 1916, and until their successors are elected.

In Section 3 of the same article, the reference to Article II of the
Constitution was changed by substituting Section 5 for Section 4.
Sections 12 and 13 of the same article were stricken, and the
following sections were renumbered accordingly.
Section 14 of the same article was amended to read as follows:
Sec. 12. Each Provincial Synod shall have the right:
First: To elect subject to the approval of the Board of Missions, a Provincial Secretary
who shall work under the direction of the Board, and whose compensation shall be fixed
and paid by said Board. He shall hold office during the pleasure of the said Board.
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Second: To elect as members of the Board of Missions, a Bishop, a Presbyter, and a
Layman, to be the representatives of the Province.
Third: To promote the holding of Missionary Meetings and to take all such measures to
foster missionary interests within the Province as are not inconsistent with the
Constitution and Canons of the General Convention or of any Diocese or Missionary
District within the Province.

Section 13 of the same article was amended to read:
Each Province shall have the right to require that the Board of Missions in making an
annual apportionment shall make such apportionment in gross for sub-division by the
Provincial Synod thereof, as the said Synod may determine.

Article III, Section 4, was amended by substituting "Provincial" for
"Department."
Convention of 1916
The Convention of 1913, recognizing the ineffectiveness of the Church's
missionary organization, appointed a Joint Commission on Missionary
Organization and Administration to report to the Convention of 1916.
This commission in its report recommended four fundamental
changes in organization, as follows:
1. That the General Convention shall recognize and assume its inherent responsibility
for the missionary work of the Church.
2. That the Presiding Bishop, so soon as the office of Presiding Bishop becomes an
elective office, shall be the active and responsible head of the Missionary Society.
3. That the work of the Board of Missions, the General Board of Religious Education,
and the Commission on Social Service be coordinated and unified.
4. That the provision that the Board of Missions be composed of an equal number of
Bishops, Presbyters, and Laymen be annulled.

The commission also recommended a number of changes in
administration, and submitted a draft of canons embodying its
recommendations. This draft of canons looked, somewhat, toward the
same methods of organization and administration that were authorized
by the Convention of 1919. The Convention of 1916, however, was not
quite ready to effect so radical a change in the matter, and amended
the Missionary Canon as follows:
Article II, Section 3, was amended by the addition thereto of the
following:
If the office of President shall become vacant between sessions of the General Convention,
the Board may elect a President, who shall hold office until the General Convention
elects his successor. The Board of Missions may in its discretion elect from among its
members a Vice-President and prescribe his duties, or any other communicant of the
Church, whether clerical or lay, may be so elected and shall become, ex officio, a Member
of the Board.
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Article II was further amended by the addition of a new section to
be numbered Section 5, and to read as follows:
At the General Convention of 1919, and at each subsequent Convention the Board of
Missions shall submit a budget for the ensuing year, and a provisional estimate for
each of the succeeding two years. The budget and estimate, and the report of the Board
of Missions hereinafter required, shall be considered by the two Houses of General
Convention in Joint Session assembled. Such Joint Session shall begin on the first
Monday of the Convention, and shall continue for three consecutive days, or such part
thereof as shall be necessary for the consideration and disposition of such budget and
estimate and of such report, and for the consideration also of general questions of
missionary policy and action. A report of action by the Joint Session shall be made to
each of the two Houses for such concurrent action as may be necessary.

Article III, Section 1, was amended to read:
The Board of Missions so soon as practicable after the close of each fiscal year shall
make and publish a full report to the Church of its work. This report shall contain an
account of receipts and expenditures, and an exhibit of all trust funds and other resources
of the Society.
The Board shall make a like report to each General Convention, which report shall
include also a detailed statement of the salaries paid to all principal officers.

Article III, Section 4, was amended to read as follows:
The President and Vice-President of the Board of Missions, the elected members thereof,
the Secretaries, the Treasurer, the Assistant Treasurer, and the Provincial Secretaries,
shall have the right of the floor at all Joint Sessions of the two Houses of General
Convention at which missionary matters are under discussion, and when such matters
are under discussion in the House of Deputies the President and Vice-President shall
likewise have the right of the floor.

Article V, Section 3, was amended to read as follows:
Every Bishop of a Missionary District shall make an annual report to the Board of
Missions of the funds received for the work of his District, together with a specification
of all disbursements thereof made by him or under his direction. This report shall
include a statement of the funds received directly by the Bishop, by Trustees (whether
incorporated or unincorporated), or by any local fiscal officer, and whether received
from the treasury of the Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society or from any other
source. For the making of such report, the Treasurer of the Board shall provide suitable
blanks prepared in conformity with a uniform system of accounting which the Board of
Missions shall establish for all Missionary Districts.

Article VI, Section 1, was amended by striking out the words "and an
itemized ... Board of Missions," and substituting therefor the following:
and an itemized account of the expenditure of any appropriation received by a Diocesan
Bishop shall be made by him annually to the Board of Missions.

Article VI was further amended by striking Section 2.
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Convention of 1919
Canon 57, "Of the Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society," was
renumbered as Canon 59 and amended by striking out all of said canon
except the first article and the matter preceding it. Article I was
amended by adding thereto the following:
Each General Convention shall elect a Treasurer of the Society who shall hold office for
three years and until his successor shall be elected.

This amendment was contained in former Article VIII of Canon 57.
A new article was added, providing in the first section thereof that
the Presiding Bishop and Council should be the directors of the society
and were to exercise all its powers.
The second section of Article II provided how the Constitution of the
Society might be amended.
Most of the subject matter contained in former Canon 57 was
incorporated in the new Canon 60, "Of the Presiding Bishop and Council."
Convention of 1922
This Convention renumbered the canon as Canon 60, amended Article
I, rewrote Article II, Section 1, added a new Article III, and enacted the
former Article II, Section 2, as Article IV, so that it read as follows:
ARTICLE I.
This organization shall be called the Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society of the
Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States of America, and shall be considered
as comprehending all persons who are members of the Church. Until a Presiding Bishop
is elected in accordance with the Constitution the Presiding Bishop of the Church shall
be the Honorary President of the Society.
ARTICLE II.
The National Council, as constituted by Canon, shall exercise all the powers of the
Society, shall be its Board of Directors, and shall adopt by-laws for its government not
inconsistent with the Constitution and Canons.
ARTICLE III.
The officers of the Society shall be a President, a Vice-President, a Secretary and a
Treasurer. The President shall be the Presiding Bishop elected in accordance with the
Constitution, and until such Presiding Bishop is so elected, the President of the National
Council shall be ex-officio President of the Society. The Vice-President shall be the
person who is the Vice-President of the National Council, and he shall have such powers
and perform such duties as may be assigned to him by the by-laws. The Treasurer of
the Society shall be elected by the General Convention, and shall hold office for three
years and until his successor shall be elected and qualified. In the event of a vacancy in
the office of Treasurer through death, resignation or disability, the Directors of the
Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society shall appoint a Treasurer to fill such vacancy
until the General Convention shall elect a Treasurer. The Secretary shall be the person
who is the Secretary of the National Council. The Board of Directors may make by-laws
to provide for the appointment of subordinate administrative officers. The tenure of
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office, compensation, powers and duties of the officers of the Society shall be such as
are prescribed by the Canons and by the by-laws of the Society not inconsistent
therewith.
ARTICLE IV.
This Constitution of the Society may be altered or amended at any time by the General
Convention of the Church.

Convention of 1931
The canon was renumbered Canon 58, the second sentence of Article I
was deleted, and the words "shall exercise all the powers of the Society"
were dropped from Article II.
Article III was amended to read as follows:
The officers of the Society shall be a President, two Vice-Presidents, a Secretary, a
Treasurer and such Assistant Secretaries and Assistant Treasurers as may be appointed
in accordance with the Canons or by-laws. The President shall be the Presiding Bishop
of the Church, elected in accordance with the Constitution, and in the event of a vacancy
in the office of Presiding Bishop, caused by death, resignation or inability to serve, the
Presiding Officer of the National Council shall be ex-officio President of the Society.
The two Vice-Presidents shall be the persons who are the Vice-Presidents of the National
Council and they shall have such powers and shall perform such duties as may be
assigned to them by the by-laws. The Treasurer of the Society shall be elected by the
General Convention, and shall hold office for three years and until his successor shall
be elected and qualified. In the event of a vacancy in the office of Treasurer through
death, resignation or disability, the Directors of the Domestic and Foreign Missionary
Society shall appoint a Treasurer to fill such vacancy until the General Convention
shall elect a Treasurer. The Secretary shall be the person who is the Secretary of the
National Council. The other officers of the Society shall be such as are provided for by
the by-laws thereof. The tenure of office, compensation, powers and duties of the officers
of the Society shall be such as are prescribed by the Canons and by the By-laws of the
Society not inconsistent therewith.

Convention of 1937
The Canon was renumbered Canon 59, and the first part of Article III
was amended to read as follows:
The officers of the Society shall be a President, a Vice-President, a Secretary, a Treasurer
and such Assistant Secretaries and Assistant Treasurers as may be appointed in
accordance with the Canons or By-laws. The Presiding Bishop of the Church shall be
the President of the Society; the Vice-President shall be the person who is the VicePresident of the National Council in executive charge (under the Presiding Bishop) of
administration, and shall have such powers and shall perform such duties as may be
assigned to him by the By-laws.

Convention of 1943
In the rearrangement adopted by this Convention, this canon was
renumbered Canon 3 and amended to its present form, except that the
provisions for the election of the treasurer remained the same as in
1931 and the Council was still designated the "National Council."
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Convention of 1958
The date in the preamble to this canon was corrected from 1820 to
1821.
Convention of 1964
Article III was amended by changing the name of the Council to
"Executive Council" and by providing that the treasurer of the General
Convention, rather than a specially elected treasurer, should be the
treasurer of the Council, so as to read as at present.
EXPOSITION OF CANON 1.3
The Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society is the corporate body
of the national Church, General Convention not being incorporated,
and, until the formation of the Episcopal Church Foundation in 1949,
the only corporate body for receipt of gifts and legacies for
administration by national authority.
While all the powers and duties of the Domestic and Foreign
Missionary Society are to be exercised by the Executive (formerly the
National) Council, whose members are the directors of the society, it
was necessary to retain the prefatory matter and Article I of the canon
as it stood before 1919, as well as to provide for the officers of the society,
as the society was an incorporated body, holding the title to the real
estate of said society. The only present function of the society is to act
in the nature of a holding corporation.
The Missionary Society may be said to have had its actual beginning
in the special Convention of 1821, when a constitution was adopted for
its government. A constitution was indeed adopted in 1820, but it was
so imperfect that it was found impossible to effect any organization of
the society under its provisions.
In the first few years of its existence, the Church gave meager support
to its missionary work, and it was not until 1835 that the Church awoke
to its responsibilities in the matter. The General Convention of that
year enunciated two great principles: first, that every baptized member
of the Church was a member of the society, and, second, that the whole
world was its field of work. The constitution of the society was amended
so as to make it more effective; a canon was enacted providing for the
election of missionary bishops, and the whole Church began to be
pervaded by a true missionary spirit.
It was not, however, until fifty years after the Missionary Society
had been established, that the General Convention, in 1871, enacted a
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missionary canon, and not until 1877, that the constitution of the society
was enacted as a canon of the General Convention.
The General Convention of 1919, recognizing that it must assume
the inherent responsibility for the whole work of the Church; that the
work of religious education, and of Christian social service, were both
different phases of missionary work and should, therefore, be coordinated and unified, and that there ought to be an active and
responsible head to all this work, enacted a canon establishing "The
Presiding Bishop and Council" to take the place of the former canon
"Of the Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society," and to administer
the work of missions, religious education, and Christian social service.
The present canon, "Of the Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society,"
is the constitution of the society. The first article prescribes the name
of the society, and who are to be considered as members thereof.
Article II provides that the Executive Council shall be the directors
of the society and shall adopt by-laws.
Article III provides for the officers of the society.
Article IV provides for the amendment of the constitution of the
society.

