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From the Dean and President
Dear Friends,
I am very pleased to introduce
this edition of Seed & Harvest with
a focus on biblical theology. It is
an important reminder that our
teaching rests on the authority of
the Bible, which “makes us wise
for salvation through faith in
Jesus Christ” (2 Tim 3:15). God
has spoken to us through the
prophets and apostles and we have
the privilege of hearing his word as
we read the Scriptures under the
illumination of the Holy Spirit.

Dean/President Justyn Terry, Librarian Assistant
Jan Bova, and former Dean/President
Bishop John Rodgers, at the party celebrating
Jan’s 30th anniversary of working at Trinity.

In the articles that follow, you will have a chance to see how biblical theology,
along with our commitment to world mission, holds together all that we
teach here at Trinity. It guides the reading of Scripture in all our classes in
Old and New Testament, it enables us to evaluate the events of history, and it
is our primary authority in the study of systematic and practical theology. We
want our graduates to know how to “rightly handle the word of truth” (2 Tim
2:15) so that they can proclaim its message wherever they go and form communities that embody that message.
You will also hear news of other aspects of life here at Trinity. Our Church
History Professor, Phil Harrold, has written about a paper he gave recently
at the American Academy of Religion, reminding us of the important part
faculty members play in theological scholarship. We also have the joy of
celebrating the great victory of the Trinity football team, the Kneelers, in this
year’s “Luther Bowl.” It is a wonderful story of the importance of speed,
determination and skilled medical personnel who can get the injured back
into the game quickly!

On the cover: The mighty
Trinity Kneelers football team,
champions of the 2008 Luther
Bowl – looking SO TOUGH!



In all the complexities of the life of the Anglican Communion and all the
anxieties of the financial markets, it is a great solace to know that “the word
of the Lord remains forever” (1 Pet 1:25; cf. Isa 40:8). May that word bring you
peace and hope as you follow Christ.
With all good wishes and every blessing,

Biblical Theology at
Trinity School for Ministry:
A Brief Description
Biblical theology provides the central focus of
our curriculum and our life together at Trinity.
Scholars have used this term in a variety of
ways over the years, so I have written this brief
statement to articulate our basic understanding
of biblical theology. The Faculty have approved
this statement as representing our view of biblical theology at Trinity. For a fuller expression of
biblical theology which is in general agreement
with our understanding see New Dictionary of
Biblical Theology (edited by T. Desmond
Alexander and Brian S. Rosner, IVP, 2000). In
this brief description I make use of Brian
Rosner’s introductory article, “Biblical
Theology,” in this volume.
The writings of the Bible come from a variety of
authors who wrote over a large span of time, in
different places, using a variety of genres and at
different stages of the unfolding drama of
redemption. Biblical Theology recognizes this
diversity, but affirms that there is an organic
unity in the canon amidst this diversity, such
that the Scripture does speak with a unified
voice regarding God and the divine purposes.
As Rosner puts it,
… we engage in our task as biblical theologians from within a living tradition of
the Christian church. Biblical theology is
principally concerned with the overall theological message of the whole Bible. It
seeks to understand the parts in relation
to the whole and, to achieve this, it must
work with the mutual interaction of the
literary, historical, and theological dimensions of the various corpora, and with the
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inter-relationship of these within the
whole canon of Scripture. Only in this
way do we take proper account of the fact
that God has spoken to us in Scripture.
(Rosner 3)
So we make use of the tools of historical-grammatical exegesis, but we do so from within the
church, with the presuppositions of faith
expressed in the canonical texts themselves.
We seek to allow each part of Scripture to make
its own contribution to the whole, while at the
same time, in keeping with classic
Anglicanism, we
also seek not to
“so expound one
place of Scripture,
that it be repugnant to another”
(Article XX of
the Thirty-Nine
Articles). That
is, the diversity
is enriching
rather than
contradictory.
In this way,
“biblical
theology
explores the
Bible’s rich
and manyBiblical Studie
sided press Professor Rod
Whitacre
entation of
its unified message. It is committed to declaring ‘the whole counsel of God … [in
order] to feed the church of God’ (Acts 20:2728)” (Rosner 10).
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This approach to the Scriptures is grounded in
that of Jesus and the writers of the New
Testament. St. Luke tells us that after his resurrection, Jesus, “beginning with Moses and all
the Prophets, … interpreted to them in all the
Scriptures the things concerning himself”
(Luke 24:27). The writers of the New Testament
continued this same understanding; for, as
Rosner notes, “The books of the NT connect
Jesus with the OT in a variety of ways, seeing
Jesus as the fulfillment of prophecy, the ideal to
which individuals and institutions
aspired, or the climax of God’s dealings revealed in various types”
(Rosner 10). Thus, our understanding of biblical theology finds the
unity of Scripture in Christ as both
the center and the goal of God’s acts
of creation and redemption to which
the Bible bears divinely revealed witness.

dational issues of the gospel, and provides a
fruitful context in which to explore disagreements over other issues.

Thus, biblical theology plays a vital role in giving the School and our graduates clarity and
confidence in the message of the Bible for our
lives and ministries, while also helping us recognize the areas in which faithful disagreement
and dialog are appropriate. Biblical theology
helps us appropriate and promote through
teaching and preaching “the whole
counsel of God” (Acts 20:27), and
not just our own favorite themes.
Biblical theology provides criteria
by which to discern God’s work
throughout church history, as well
as in our own day. Biblical theology
enables us to grasp the major
themes of Scripture which are
essential for doing systematic theology and apologetics. It helps us see
Stained glass window, the pattern of life to which God
This view of Scripture is at odds with
Trinity Chapel
calls us in Christ, thereby providing
the teaching of a number of scholars
essential content and perspective
who do not believe there is a unity to
for pastoral care of individuals and for guidance
Scripture. Many of those in leadership in mainof communities of believers in their worship,
line churches have been trained in the view that
life and mission. Biblical theology helps us
the Bible is radically self-contradictory, and,
trace out the mission of God from Creation to
accordingly, they do not believe Scripture can
New Creation, providing the revelation we need
provide authoritative guidance for us. Rather,
to understand our identity and purpose in life,
we are left to pick and choose which bits we
both as individuals and corporately as the Body
find helpful to express what we believe.
of Christ.
In contrast, our understanding of biblical theolThus, at Trinity, biblical theology provides the
ogy puts us in line with the Church throughout
central focus of our curriculum and our life
history, including classic Anglican faith and
together through providing the interpretive key
practice. It also helps guard against misuses of
to Scripture so that we might be guided by God
the Bible such as proof-texting, playing off the
through its revelation.
Old Testament against the New, and moralizing
in ways that are at odds with the gospel. This
The Rev. Dr. Rodney A. Whitacre
view does not mean that all issues of interpretais Professor of Biblical Studies at
tion become clear; there are a number of topics
Trinity. He has been teaching at
on which even members of the Trinity faculty
the School since 1983.
disagree with one another. But this approach to
Scripture does ground and make clear the foun4 Seed&Harvest

A Brief Biblical Theology of Mission
by Grant LeMarquand

“Mission” has become a much more frequently discussed theme in theology and in
the church in recent years. When I was in
seminary in the late 1970s and early 1980s,
the only people who even mentioned the subject were the unusual theological conservatives (like me) who seemed to be obsessed
with Jesus and thought that the world needed
to be converted. Now the whole subject of
mission is hot.

proclaim freedom for Israel (Exod 3); God
promises that one day he will send out his
Spirit on “all flesh” (Joel 2:28); God sent his
Son to save the world (John 3:16-17); Jesus
sent his disciples out to teach, heal and cast
out demons (Mark 6:7-13); the Spirit is sent to
empower the church (John 20:21-23); and the
church is sent into the world to preach the
gospel and make disciples (Matt 28:16-20,
Luke 24:45-49, Acts 1:8).

Various factors may account for this new
interest in mission. It has become painfully
obvious that the Western world is postChristendom. Few bishops in North America
spend much time consecrating new churches,
but they sure know how to do a de-consecration. People do not simply show up at church
the way they did thirty or forty years ago. And
yet the church is growing in the non-Western
world. Why? Well, mission has something to
do with it.

Simply on the basis of these texts alone, it is
not enough to say that “mission” equals
“doing the Great Commission.” First of all,
the term “great commission” doesn’t occur in
the Bible. Most people associate the term
with Matthew 28:16-20, but Jesus actually
commissions the disciples for ministry in the
world on several occasions, using different
language each time. Usually when people talk
about the Great Commission they mean that
the church should do evangelistic work (tell
people about Jesus and invite them into a saving relationship with him) and plant churches. In this sense we certainly should all be
“Great Commission Christians,” and Trinity
should be a “Great Commission Seminary.”
But if we read the biblical texts that I refer to
above, the biblical idea of mission actually
seems to be quite a bit bigger than Matthew
28.

So what is mission? Since the Bible is the
most important source for our theological
data, we need to start there. But (strangely)
the word is missing from the Scriptures. It
seems that “mission” is a Latin word and so
it’s not in either Testament. A trip back to the
English dictionary teaches us that mission
has to do with “sending” and the idea of
sending, and being sent, is all over the place
in the Bible. God sent Moses to Pharaoh to
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First, mission is about God. Notice God sends
the Son, the Father and the Son send the
Spirit. Mission is first and foremost about the
missionary life of a Trinitarian God. God’s
mission is seen in his creating a good world
to share life with his creatures (Gen 1 and 2);
in calling Israel to be his people so that
through Israel all the nations of the earth
would be blessed (Gen 12:1-3); in his ransom
of Israel from slavery in Egypt, delivering
them from the waters of the Red Sea (Exod
15), giving them the Torah as guidance for
their life (Exod 20), sending the prophets
to call them to repentance. Mission is
God’s work for his world, through
his people.
Second, mission is holistic. My
African friends have pounded this
home to me. “Empty stomachs have
no ears,” the former Archbishop of
Kenya, David Gitari, used to say. Preaching the gospel cannot be separated from living the gospel. Making disciples of all nations
cannot be divorced from “teaching them to
obey all that I have commanded” (Matt 28:1920). Evangelism cannot be done without
accompanying loving action. Social justice
cannot be done without a word of interpretation – we love, we work for justice and peace,
because of God’s love for us in Jesus. Jesus
sent his disciples to preach – but also to heal
and cast out demons. Yes, this means prayer
and exorcism, but it also means providing
health care and clean water; it also means
challenging demonic political systems that
oppress the poor and the weak. As another
African friend said to me, “Sometimes the
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demons take over individuals, sometimes
whole communities, and sometimes nations
– Christians need to cast them all out!”.
Third, mission is Jesus-centered and crossshaped. Any actions purporting to be “mission” that are just good works but not good
news are not Christian mission. It is perfectly
possible to work for justice, but ignore the
justifying work of Christ on the cross. It is
possible to speak in favor of peace and security, but ignore the reality that Jesus is our
peace (Eph 2:14-18) and only in God do
we find true security (“Not by
might, nor by power, but by my
Spirit…” Zech 4:6; “Some trust
in chariots and some in horses,
but we trust in the name of the
Lord our God” Ps 20:7). In the
end, mission is not about what
we do, but about what God has
done for us in Christ.
Finally, if mission starts with God and is centered in Christ and the cross, the results of
mission are ultimately in God’s hands. He is
the one who sends, empowers and equips his
people for mission, and he is the one who
will bring the mission to completion in the
New Creation, where every tear shall be
wiped away and all things are made new (Rev
21).
The Rev. Dr. Grant
LeMarquand is Academic Dean
and Associate Professor of
Biblical Studies and Mission at
Trinity. He was a missionary
seminary instructor in Kenya
from 1987-89.

Trinity Kneelers Dominate!
2008 Luther Bowl Champions
by Nate Lee

2

On November 9, Trinity’s flag football team,
the Kneelers, competed in the annual Luther
Bowl, an interdenominational seminary flag
football tournament hosted by the Lutheran
Theological Seminary at Gettysburg. There,
where Union and Confederate troops
once clashed in combat, the Kneelers
took arms against Lutheran, Episcopal, and Presbyterian seminarians
from around the country. In our past
two trips to the tournament, the
Kneelers fell just one game short of
capturing the coveted Book of Concord Trophy. This year, however,
things were different. This year, the
Kneelers were crowned
Luther Bowl Champions.
The road to the championship was marked with
adversity, even weakness.
The numerically smallest
team in the tournament,
the Kneelers faced both
“enemies from within,”
as four starters left
games during play with
injuries, and “enemies
from without,” the two
teams that eliminated us in the previous years
before facing the host school in the championship.
Team co-captains Dave Bretch and Todd Brewer
gave gutsy performances playing with sprained
ankles. The Bash Brothers – Justin Hogg, Scott
Seely, and Seth Whitacre – went beyond their
roles of blocking and tackling to catch and to
score. Team “Belles” Jen Bretch, Becky Toalster,
Sarah Turnblom, and Christina Vance, put forth
true team spirit so that others could make plays.

1

4
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6
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1 The competition sizes us up. 2 Bo Ubbens kicks off; Christina Vance is
ready to block. 3 Strategizing. 4 Defensive formation. 5 A smiling Kneelers team,
with Dean/President Justyn Terry with the Luther bobblehead and The Book of
Concord trophy. The team: front row, l to r: Sarah Turnblom, Todd Brewer, Becky
Toalster, Barb Costa, Christina Vance, Paul Dajur; middle row, l to r: Justin Hogg,
Tyler Prescott, Matt Mahan, David Bretch, Seth Whitacre, Tim Hushion;
back row, l to r: Scott Seely, Bo Ubbens, Nate Lee. 6 CHAMPIONS!

Bo Ubbens and Paul Dajur sparkled all over the
field in a variety of roles. Tim Hushion held the
whole motley crew together with first aid tape.
From your coach: Thank you! I am proud of you,
and your School is proud of you. Well done!
January-February 2009
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Ancient Wisdom – Anglican Futures
An emerging conversation at Trinity
by Phil Harrold

How do we live the Great Tradition of Anglicanism in our tumultuous times? Let’s think about
this question in terms of a three-fold response:
returning, remixing, and resourcing.
Returning . . .
Imagine returning again and again to some distinctively Anglican pearls of wisdom. That’s what
Great Traditions do – they return to their founding
moments to recover the original design, the DNA,
the charism or, if you prefer, the vision that sets
things in motion and charts the way forward.
Thomas Cranmer had a particular design and he
imagined it surviving into posterity:
We are desirous of setting forth in our churches
the true doctrine of God, and have no wish to
adapt it to all tastes, or to deal in ambiguities;
but, laying aside all carnal considerations, to
transmit to posterity a true and explicit form of
doctrine agreeable to the rule of the sacred writings; so that there may not only be set forth
among all nations an illustrious testimony respecting our doctrine, delivered by the grave
authority of learned and godly men, but that all
posterity may have a pattern to imitate.
~Thomas Cranmer, from a letter to
John a Lasco, 4 July 1548
Here began the Anglican return to the “primitive
church.” Richard Hooker soon discovered that this
return was actually an ancient-future trajectory,
with “certain living qualities of faith and order”
finding their home in the “profitable and commodious” prayer book. It was “profitable” because
it offered an engaging rhythm of praise, petition,
and proper confidence, and it was “commodious”
because it was reformed and catholic. So this continual “returning to the source” is not a narrow
antiquarianism, but a way to continually re-energize the Great Tradition in a forward direction.
8 Seed&Harvest

Remixing . . .
Imagine that the Great Tradition has to be
remixed now and then. The future of Anglicanism
in North America may include not only a restoring and rebuilding, but also a remixing with new
ingredients and fresh seasonings. What if the
future of Anglicanism includes a significant influx
of younger evangelicals, post-evangelicals, and
emergents, for example? This may at first seem a
bit unsettling, even risky, but if this “remixing”
occurs for the sake of wider mission to North
America and in accord with the Scriptures and the
classic Anglican formularies, then it seems prudent to explore the possibilities. Archbishop
William Temple once recalled how important
remixing has been in our history:
Our special character [as Anglicans] and, as we
believe, our peculiar contribution to the Universal
Church, arises from the fact that, owing to historical circumstances, we have been enabled to combine in one fellowship the traditional faith and
order of the catholic church with the immediacy
of approach to God through Christ to which the
evangelical churches especially bear witness, and
freedom of intellectual inquiry, whereby the correlation of the Christian revelation and advancing
knowledge is constantly effected.
Indeed, younger evangelicals on the Anglican trail
are not formed by the internecine conflicts of our
day, but by a yearning for the deep spiritual roots
found in our sacramental and liturgical life.
History shows that convergences like this bring
mutual benefits – vigor and creativity in one direction and the relative stability of the Great Tradition
in the other. Let’s imagine the possibilities.
Resourcing . . .
Let us also imagine a new ressourcement in contemporary North American Anglicanism. This

term refers to the renewal that comes by returning to the source and passing on that inheritance
in new mission fields. The process is dynamic
because it involves the simultaneous returning
and remixing described above. It is as much about
continuity as conversation with the past, especially
as the received tradition encounters new questions or, perhaps, old questions asked in new circumstances. The “sense” of tradition will, in fact,
undergo adjustment as new voices are heard. It is
then that unforeseen possibilities may, in fact, be
realized – not unlike those experienced by Paul
when he brought the gospel to Antioch.
Lancelot Andrewes listed the essentials of
Anglican resourcing: “One canon…, two testaments, three creeds, four general councils, five
centuries, and the series of Fathers in that period.” We would add that the Book of Common
Prayer and its associated formularies, including
the Thirty-Nine Articles, are also necessary ingredients. Clearly, we have a rich and diverse heritage
from which to draw. These sources come alive as
we get behind their language to the range of experiences in which they were birthed. In the prayer
book, especially, we lift up our hearts in order to
understand the things of God – praying shapes
believing, we like to say. But what else might we
expect to see resourced with fresh insight and
rekindled passion in an ancient-future Anglicanism? Speaking well over a decade ago from a selfconsciously evangelical perspective, Alister
McGrath challenged fellow Anglicans to move
beyond a prevailing emphasis on “care and nurture” to “mission” – echoing the sentiments of the
1988 Lambeth Conference:
Though there are notable exceptions, the dominant model of the church within the Anglican
Communion is a pastoral one. Emphasis in all
aspects of the church’s life tends to be placed upon
care and nurture, rather than proclamation and
service. The pressing needs of today’s world demand that there be a massive shift to a ‘mission’
orientation throughout the communion . . . This
is beginning to happen in many parts of Africa,
Asia and Latin America.
~quoted in McGrath, The Renewal of
Anglicanism (1988)

Mission is inherently resourceful – the work of
translating and contextualizing prompts a reinvigoration of the received faith such that the “pastness of the past,” as T. S. Eliot once observed,
becomes present. In this way, the Book of
Common Prayer, for example, retains its vernacular qualities – some might say “relevance” – even
as it remains “agreeable to the mind and purpose
of the old Fathers” (Cranmer).
Returning, remixing, and resourcing present us
with major challenges. To take the Anglican Way
seriously – to live it with integrity – requires that
we be as faithful to its roots and received wisdom
as we are responsive to contemporary needs and
opportunities. This is why Trinity School for
Ministry remains a vital place for conversation on
the Great Tradition and the Great Commission.
This is also why Trinity will be hosting an unprecedented gathering of theologians and missioners
to consider the ancient wisdom we have received
and how it points us into an Anglican future in
the North American context.
The “Ancient Wisdom – Anglican Futures”
Conference will be held at Trinity on June 4-6,
2009. Our keynote speakers include David Neff,
editor-in-chief for Christianity Today, Jason Clark
and Holly Rankin Zaher, Emergent-U.K. and
Emergent-U.S., respectively, and leading theologians like Daniel H. Williams, Tony Clark, Simon
Chan, Edith M. Humphrey, George R. Sumner, D.
Stephen Long and Andrew Walker. The conference includes a number of interactive formats,
with panel discussion, cohort groups, and conversations that extend outward into a variety of missional contexts in contemporary Anglicanism. So
mark your calendars and stay tuned for further
information. We hope you can join in the emerging conversation!
Dr. Philip Harrold is Trinity’s
Associate Professor of Church
History.
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So...What

is a Sacristan?
by Charles Jenkins

I get asked all the time, “What do you do as a sacristan?” If you identify yourself as being an evangelical Anglican, you might have found yourself
asking the same question. In my initial response,
I sort of chuckle and ask people if they want the
short or the long answer to that question. I usually
say something along these lines: The Chapel is an
important place in the life of Trinity School for
Ministry. A sacristan is one who is entrusted with
the care of the chapel and sacristy, and we make
sure that the liturgical items used for worship are
put in place prior to the time of worship and put
away after each service. Here at Trinity, each class
has two or three students that serve on the sacristan team, and each week they are responsible
for setting up our weekly Eucharist. In other
words, they serve as Trinity’s altar guild.
I have had the privilege of serving as one of
Trinity’s sacristans since I was a junior, and I have
served as Head Sacristan since my middler year.
As Head Sacristan, I do a lot of behind the scenes
work in order to make sure the daily life of our
Chapel runs smoothly here on campus. By working closely with the Head of Chapel, I am responsible for creating and publishing the chapel schedule which maps out when members of the faculty
preach and celebrate at our weekly Eucharist and
when our students preach and officiate at our
daily Morning and Evening Prayer services.
Perhaps one of the perks of the job is having the
opportunity to work so closely with the faculty. By
working with each faculty celebrant, I get to know
their liturgical preferences, which in turn allows
me to better understand their ecclesiology (theological doctrine relating to the church). By having
this privilege, my own preferences and under-

10 Seed&Harvest

standings have been formed and more clearly
sharpened.
As many of you know, graduates from Trinity end
up all over the world after they have finished their
studies. Many of us have no idea where we will
end up once we complete our degree requirements. Because of this, proper liturgical training,
along with the biblically sound education Trinity
offers, is absolutely essential in the formation and
training of the future priests and missionaries of
the Anglican Communion.
Although Trinity is blessed in having a nice-sized
worship space, we lack some of the appropriate
liturgical “tools” needed to carry out this training.
As you can imagine, liturgical items such as burses, chalices, chasubles, patens, stoles, veils, you
name it, are all very expensive. My request to you
all, the supporters of Trinity School for Ministry, is
that if your church happens to have any extra or
unused liturgical items, such as those mentioned
above, that are in good shape and that you are
willing to part with, Trinity would greatly appreciate having them. If you have any questions, please
email me at cjenkins@tsm.edu.
Charles E. Jenkins is Head
Sacristan at Trinity and a Senior
MDiv student from the Diocese of
South Carolina.

Trinity Alumni Association
Class of 2007
As in the November-December issue, the graduates of the Class of 2007 were asked to give our
readers an update on where they are and what
they’ve been doing since they graduated. Thirteen
of the 58 alumni responded – read on!
Since graduation,
much has happened! We bought
our first home in
June of 2007 in
Mt. Washington
(Pittsburgh). Our
first child, Scarlet,
was born July 6, 2007. We are now
in the beginning stages of planting a new church
in Pittsburgh called Redeemer on the Mount. We
have been forming relationships with neighbors,
business leaders and others in the community. In
October of 2008 we had our first community
event, a Fall Festival which was a definite success.
We are continuing to build relationships, serving
in small ways and doing our best to meet the
needs of the community where we live. Though
church planting is not easy, God has blessed us.
We are excited to see the gospel transform lives in
this city. Jennifer and I are thankful for the education we received and the relationships which were
formed at Trinity.
Alex Ielase, MDiv
Greetings in Jesus’ name! After graduation, Dave
and I returned to Southern California, were
ordained Deacons (6-9-07) then Priests (1-12-08)
in the Episcopal Diocese
of Los Angeles. I
(Karen) was originally
assigned in July 2007
to serve as Deacon/
Priest-In-Charge of St.
Peter’s, Rialto. In
October 2008, we
were asked to minister

in a three-point cure – three
churches in a 12-mile radius.
Hence, we are juggling our
schedules to encompass St.
Clare’s, Rancho Cucamonga
as well as our original
assignments.
All three churches are small, so my duties include
everything, from creating all bulletins and
newsletters, developing programs and overseeing
the practical, pastoral and administrative ministries a church requires. I (Karen) am blessed by
the wonderful preparation I received at Trinity for
this particular form of ministry. I find myself regularly returning to class notes and texts to parse
Greek for sermons, decipher worship rubrics, create liturgies and minister with His people.
Karen and Dave Maurer, MDiv
I am now with InterVarsity’s
Graduate and Faculty Ministries
working with a new graduate
student chapter at Arizona State
University in Tempe. After 30
years in the Pittsburgh area I
don’t know how to handle all
this blue sky! I’m enjoying getting to know these students
and working with them to develop a missional
outreach on campus. Pray for us; and contact me
at dbeckj@verizon.net to receive my prayer
newsletters.
Jean Duerbeck, MAR
Greetings from Gallup, NM! We are serving in the
Episcopal Diocese of the Rio Grande as Co-Vicars
at Church of the Holy Spirit, here in Gallup. As
Co-Vicars, we are sharing everything, with one of
us celebrating and the other one preaching on a
Sunday, then swapping around the next Sunday.
We also share in leading our Bishop’s Committee,
in leading Christian Formation classes, etc. On
our “weekends” (Tuesday and Wednesday), we
travel back to Albuquerque, where Lynn ministers
to her 89-year-old mother while Roger serves as
unofficial chaplain to his friends at the Belen
January-February 2009 11

Trinity Alumni Association
Shooting Club. Roger is
also chairing a committee that is getting a new
trap shooting club
rolling in Gallup. Lynn
is active with the
Diocese of the Rio
Grande New Life
process, a process of
healing and reconciliation within the diocese.
Roger Perkins, MDiv and Lynn Jones Perkins, MDiv

tor and I preach at alternate campuses on alternating weeks.
Ordained parish ministry is quite different from
church planting in the Middle East! In my previous ministry the majority population scorned me,
but in Bluffton parishioners and community
members tend to look up to me. This is spiritually
dangerous; it’s a constant reminder for me to
humble myself before God and give him all the
glory.
Chris Royer, DAS

I am currently working as a chaplain at the VA
Pittsburgh Healthcare System. My predominant
patient population is veterans in neuropsychiatric
and addiction recovery. I have discovered my call
is to become a CPE Supervisor through the
Association for Clinical Pastoral Education. I am
currently a Supervisory Candidate working toward
step three of a four-part process. CPE has transformed my life and my understanding of myself
as a priest and a woman. My passion is to help
others through their process of
self discovery. Henri Nouwen
states the greatest thing we
have to offer in ministry is ourselves. The more we know ourselves and integrate our experiences, the more we have to offer
in service to God and others. I
have found CPE to be the place
where this discovery can take
place and am honored to be a part of it.
Stacy Kenney, MDiv

To say I have my dream job is an understatement.
After a year’s residency at the VA Hospital in
Pittsburgh, I have been hired as the Curate at The
Church of Our
Saviour –
Oatlands in
Loudoun
County, VA.
This is the 1928
Prayer Book
parish that sent
me to Trinity.

Having served God cross-culturally in the Middle
East since graduating from college, I was unsure
what ministry would look like in the US. But since
beginning as the Assistant to the Rector at The
Church of the Cross in Bluffton, SC, in September
2008, God has truly blessed my family and me.
My responsibilities include being the Director of
Faith Formation, as well as preaching nearly every
Sunday. I preach regularly because our church is
one church on two campuses. Therefore, the rec-
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Oh the things I’m learning that are not taught in
seminary! I’ll give two examples. Firstly, if a child
hides doughnuts in an inaccessible spot and a
mouse follows and dies, how long does it take for
the smell to dissipate? Secondly, how long does it
take to transcribe, by hand, 383 names from the
parish register to a new volume (complete with
cross references)? The answer for both is two
weeks.
Will Wilson, MDiv
I have been the Assistant Rector of Grace Church
Van Vorst in Jersey City (NJ) since June of 2007.
This ministry is a vibrant and challenging one. I
preach every other week, administrate a 501(c)(3)
non-profit corporation that runs a Senior Center
and a Homeless/Hungry breakfast soup kitchen,
oversee the choir (including noodling a little bit
on guitar), oversee the youth and young adult
groups, and help coordinate our prayer group
ministry. I teach an adult Bible Study on Sunday
evenings. As you can see, Janet Broderick, the

rector, has been gracious and challenging enough to allow
me to basically
have a hand in
everything.
Unfortunately,
reality seems to
bear out theology, and I’m
learning more and more how much I need the
grace and love of Christ to even hope to be a minister of the Gospel. I’ve never been more challenged by anything in my life, but the opportunity
to proclaim a word of Grace to a hurting person is
worth almost any price.
Nick Lannon, MDiv
I went full-time at Trinity as
Director of Publications during the summer after graduation, which also brought with
it the Managing Editor job
for the new Trinity Journal
for Theology & Ministry (to
which more alumni need to
subscribe – hint hint!). I guess the biggest
news is that my husband, Dave, who is a pastor,
has a new job at our former church in Princeton,
NJ. So I’ll be moving away from Pittsburgh as
soon as our house sells and our youngest graduates from high school in 2009. But it has been a
real honor to be at Trinity, both for work and for
school, and to learn from Trinity’s great professors. And I cherish all the friendships I have
made over the last five years.
Martha Chambers, MAR
I am the Assistant Rector of St. Philip’s Episcopal
Church in Nashville, TN. My
primary responsibilities are
Christian Education and Youth
Ministry, along with leading
worship and/or preaching every
other week.

As far as my impressions after one year in
ordained ministry (or, “the real world” of ministry!), I will share a few insights. First, God is
good! There are many “learning opportunities”
through which to grow, and God is faithful in carrying you through (since it’s His ministry He’s
working out through you to begin with). Second,
spend time in prayer and reading daily! Even if
you’re hired with thoughts of administration, your
call is to minister (Working the Angles, Eugene
Peterson). Third, don’t take life so seriously that
you forget to live it. There are times for deep
engagement with God, but all of life can’t be consumed by them. Real life – joys, pains, and everything in between – is where ministry happens, so
live it out with the people entrusted to you.
Patrick R. Soule, MDiv
I have two thoughts regarding my call; the first is
that God absolutely knows what He is doing when
he places us, and the second is that I am constantly wondering which learning curve I am on! I
have never worked so hard and loved what I do so
much. In July 2007, I accepted
the call to be Deacon in charge
of St. Catherine’s Episcopal
Church in Jacksonville, FL
I was ordained into the priesthood in December 2007 and
installed as rector in January
2008. God has blessed me
with a loving congregation.
Our parish may be small, but
we have large hearts. We
have a Five Star Rated
Preschool that seeks to serve single parent families. One of our active outreaches, our Food
Pantry, serves between 60-200 people a week in
Duval County. My greatest joy has been to watch
my congregation deepen their faith and explore
ministry.
Nancy Suellau, MDiv
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Spring semester dates:

“Seminarian For A Day” Events
Prove to be Spiritually Fruitful
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Trinity’s new “Be a Seminarian for a Day” events
have proved to be a big encouragement to the
School. Attendance has been good with almost 30
for the September 15 and November 13 dates,
many from out of state. Visitors attend chapel and
class in the morning, have lunch with faculty, staff
and students and meet with School leadership.
They then have the choice to attend another class
in the afternoon or make appointments to speak
with faculty and staff, or even discuss the admissions process. The following is an excerpt from a
letter we received from Gia Tatone, who attended
the first and second “Be a Seminarian” days:
When I first heard the prospect of being a seminarian
for a day this past September, I thought it sounded
exciting, but I wasn’t sure what I could gain from taking a class. I mean, wouldn’t it be like walking into
the middle of a discussion already going on? Plus I
don’t know anyone! I took the liberty of exploring anyway and signed up for Global Anglicanism.
The day began with chapel, which was wonderful
because it helped me to get centered and focused. At
the end, teachers were introduced and we were invited
to have coffee and snacks before class began. This
turned out to be a nice icebreaker, especially helpful
for someone like me who is not a student.
The Global Anglicanism class led me to an acute
awareness to how God is revealing Himself across the
globe. It was interesting to hear how people in other
cultures are claiming our Lord Jesus as their Savior
and experiencing his truth and miracles. The class
also discussed how we as Christians are on a pilgrimage to learn from the world.
With the challenges our world continues to face, the
testimonies of faith from people in other places discussed in this class were empowering. One such discussion was about the “Dinka” Trinity students who
are also known as the “Lost Boys of Sudan.” After
hearing about their amazing journey of hope and

endurance, I was reminded
of the truth of what Paul
writes in his letter to the
Galatians 3:28-29: “There
is neither Jew nor Greek,
there is neither slave nor
free, there is neither male nor female, for you are all
one in Christ Jesus.” As I wondered what the next
generation would think about that, I became inspired
to connect the students I work with in student ministry to global issues and cultures.
Shortly after being a seminarian for a day, I spoke to
a group of student leaders and asked them what vision
they have to connect with other teens not just locally,
but globally? After brainstorming, the students decided to raise funds for their friends from Trinidad with a
pancake breakfast at St. Philip’s Church in Moon
Township. They raised $800 for Trinidad’s Steel
Drum band!
I returned for the next seminarian day in October.
This time I attended a class in Spiritual Formation
which greatly educated me about the power of fasting.
I always knew fasting was important; surely if our
Lord Jesus fasted, we should be no different. But I
can’t honestly say I understood the depth of the power
behind it. The class discussion that day changed that!
When I heard how fasting powerfully breaks in the
Kingdom, I realized I had to be obedient to the call
God places on me to fast, even though I am not
always thrilled about it.
I believe God has given Trinity a clear vision offering
folks from all over the opportunity to be a seminarian
for a day. God can use this vision as an open door for
Christian leaders to glimpse his divine inspiration.
For me, it was a unique way to connect to his body on
a different level and to hear his voice. Being a seminarian for a day has been used by God as a tool to
help me step outside of the box and to produce fruit
and personal growth in new ways that have
benefited his Kingdom and creation.
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2008-2009
Annual Fund Thermometer
GOAL:
$2.1 million

Upcoming Trinity Events
Jan 15-17

Jan 29

$1.8 million
Feb 6-8
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Total as of
12/10/08:
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Feb 9
Mar 10
Mar 13-15

$.6 million
$.3 million
$0

Mar 28-29
April 4-5

April 16
April 22

Mere Anglicanism
Conference ~
Charleston, SC
Trinity breakfast
gathering at AMiA
Conference,
Greensboro, NC
Coalition for
Christian Outreach
“Jubilee” event, Pgh
Be a Seminarian
for a Day
Be a Seminarian
for a Day
Trinity alumni dinner,
gathering and
Dean Terry preaching
during the weekend
of the SC diocesan
convention
Trinity dinner, Christ
Church, San Antonio
Trinity events at
St. Mark’s Episcopal
Church, Geneva, IL
Be a Seminarian
for a Day
Tea for Trinity
on campus

A reminder to alumni:
Mark your calendars
for the

Fairﬁeld

Alumni Gathering
June 11-13, 2009 at Trinity

A great opportunity to meet Trinity’s new Dean/President
and Faculty, and to reconnect with your
former classmates and friends!
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Prayer

for Trinit y

Thank you for praying with us:
• For more new students.
• For financial provision.
• For jobs for our graduates.
• For all people involved with the School: students, staff, faculty,
Dean/President, Board, alumni, donors, prayer supporters.
• For restoration and refreshment of our bodies, souls and spirits during Christmas break.
• For those who participate in the next Be a Seminarian for a Day event on February 9.
• That the Association of Theological Schools will give a favorable reply to two degree proposals (an MA in Ministry
and a Master of Sacred Theology) we submitted to them.
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