Planning for the Great V igil of Easter
The Great Vigil of Easter is the liturgical highlight of the church year. Dram atically, it fills a
need that the Easter Sund ay d oes not. The sober d ays of Lent have led to the highlight of Jesus’
m inistry on Palm Sund ay, follow ed quickly by the tragic event of H oly Week, com m em orated
on Maund y Thursd ay and Good Frid ay. Attend ing an Easter Sund ay service after Good Frid ay
som ehow d eprives the w orshipper of actually experiencing the transition from d espair to
trium ph. The Easter Vigil d elivers that experience, how ever, and d oes it pow erfully.
St. Paul’s has been sched uling an Easter Vigil for quite a few years. It has alw ays been a
beautiful service, but attend ance has been up and d ow n. When the service is aggressively
p rom oted , attend ance soars. In the absence of m uch p ublicity, only the Vigil-groupies attend .
What follow s is the text for the Great Vigil of Easter from the Prayer Book, along w ith m arginal
notes regard ing its celebration this year at St. Paul’s. I have been collecting inform ation about
how w e have cond ucted this service in the past—w e now have extensive and varied
experience—as w ell as suggestions as to how the service m ight be im proved . I hope this w ill
help us to continue to m ake the Easter Vigil a m oving and alive service. There is no better tim e
to bring a visitor to St. Paul’s than for the Easter Vigil, by the w ay.
N ot all the notes are of the sam e nature. Some capture w hat w e now d o (and w ill likely continue
d oing), such as having the lighting low at the beginning of the service. Others suggest
alternatives w e have som etim es d one or m ight d o. Still other notes are questions to be
answ ered . I have ad m itted ly attend ed to certain aspects of the service m ore than to others, so I
m ust w arn read ers that m y notes m ay not be uniform ly useful. I hope that others w ill help fill in
gaps and correct errors.
We generally hold a rehearsal for the Easter Vigil on Saturd ay morning, follow ing the baptism
rehearsal. This is essential, particularly for clergy and acolytes.
For as long as I have been at St. Paul’s, an Agape Feast has follow ed the Vigil. This is a
w ond erful w ay of end ing the celebration and w elcom ing the new ly baptized . Like the service
itself, this event requires som e planning. I believe that w e have relied too heavily on voluntary
contributions in the past, and I suggest that the Fellow ship Com m ission take on the Feast as a
m ajor project. There should be w ine, cheese, juice, fruit, bread , vegetables, d ip, chocolate, and
all m anner of w ond erful food . It has not been a part of our trad ition, but cham pagne w ould be a
lovely ad d ition. The feast, lacking prom otion and und erstand ing, has been less celebratory in
the past few years.
Lionel Deim el
March 14, 2008

Concerning the V igil
This service has normally been scheduled for 7:30 PM .
A pparently, some Roman Catholic churches schedule
the service so that the Eucharist occurs around
midnight, making this the first Eucharist of Easter
Sunday, even by modern notions of when the day
begins. The church, of course, should be dark.
Unfortunately, in recent years, sunset has occurred
after 7:30 PM on the night of the Vigil. N ote that,
according to the Prayer Book, the celebration takes
place betw een sunset on Holy Saturd ay and
sunrise on Easter Morning. St. Paul’s has always
begun the service with worshippers in the pews.
Candle lighting has been an issue over the years, but
has been consistent over the past few years. Four
acolytes have followed the Pascal Candle, lighting
pew torches and worshipper candles as they process.
The acolytes split up at the crossing to light candles
of the choir and people in the transepts.

The Great Vigil, w hen observed , is the first service of Easter Day. It is
celebrated at a convenient tim e betw een su nset on H oly Satu rd ay and
su nrise on Easter Morning.
The service norm ally consists of fou r p arts:
1. The Service of Light.
2. The Service of Lessons.
3. Christian Initiation, or the Renew al of Bap tism al Vow s.
4. The H oly Eu charist w ith the ad m inistration of Easter Com m u nion.
It is cu stom ary for all the ord ained m inisters p resent, together w ith lay
read ers, singers, and other p ersons, to take active p arts in the service.
The bishop , w hen p resent, is the chief celebrant, p resid es at Bap tism
and ad m inisters Com m u nion, and norm ally p reaches the serm on.

W e have not generally provided childcare. Should
we?

The p riests w ho are p resent share am ong them the read ing of the Collects
w hich follow each Lesson, and assist at Bap tism and the Eu charist. In the
absence of a bishop , a p riest p resid es at the service.

A deacon should carry the candle, if possible. Doug
Starr has chanted the Exsultet in recent years from
somewhere near the Paschal Candle (see below).

It is the p rerogative of a d eacon to carry the Paschal Cand le to its p lace,
and to chant the Exsu ltet. Deacons likew ise assist at Bap tism and the
Eu charist accord ing to their ord er.

A lthough members of the Confirmation Class have
sometimes read the lessons, employing experienced
adult readers is more appropriate for such an
important service. W ere we to use more lessons than
has been common in the past (four), it would be
reasonable to pick readers representing various
groups, as is done at King’s College, Cambridge, for
the service of lessons and carols for Christmas. In any
case, commitments from readers should be obtained
well in advance. (Readers have sometimes been asked
to read at the last minute.)

Lay p ersons read the Lessons and the Ep istle, and assist in other w ays. A
lay p erson m ay be assigned to chant the Exsu ltet. It is d esira ble that each
Lesson be read by a d ifferent read er.

Here are a few general questions:
1.

2.

How is the kindling of the fire to be handled? It
has usually been done outdoors. Doing it
indoors would be dramatic.

In the absence of a bishop or p riest, a d eacon or lay read er m ay lead the
first tw o p arts of the service, the Renew al of Bap tism al Vow s, and the
Ministry of the Word of the Vigil Eu charist, conclu d in g w ith the Prayers
of the Peop le, the Lord ’s Prayer, and the Dism issal.
A d eacon m ay also, w hen the services of a p riest cannot be obtained , and
w ith the au thorization of the bishop , officiate at p u blic Bap tism ; and m ay
ad m inister Easter Com m u nion from the Sacr am ent p reviou sly consecrated .
When the Vigil is not celebrated , the Service of Light m ay take p lace at a
convenient tim e before the Litu rgy on Easter Day.

W here should the Paschal Candle stand and
where should the lessons be read? In principle,
lessons should be read near the Paschal Candle,
but our architecture does not encourage this. A
couple of years ago, we placed a lectern on the
font side of the altar and had readers read from
there, with torches on either side. In 2007, we
moved the large stand for the Paschal Candle to
the pulpit side of the altar and had readings
done from the pulpit. This worked out well, and
we left the Pascal candle in that place
throughout the Easter season, a move that had
not been planed, but which was suggested by
many parishioners.
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A s people enter the church, the room should be as
dark as possible consistent with safety concerns.
Bulletins and candles are distributed. M usicians and
other participants (acolytes, priests, and readers) not
needed to light the Paschal Candle and other candles
should take their places in the chancel in an orderly
fashion a few minutes before the service is to begin.
Clergy wear black cassocks.
N ormally, Easter flowers have been placed in the
chancel but are covered when the service begins.
M ost liturgical furnishings— which were removed on
M aundy Thursday— are still not in the church. There
seems to be some question as to whether some
furnishings are replaced before the service and, if so,
which ones.
W e light the fire with a match (this really should be a
flint), using notes nailed to the cross on Good Friday.
W e need this to be both ceremonial and safe. Someone
should have a fire extinguisher nearby. Ideally, the
fire would be kindled in a brass brazier.
The celebrant (in a cassock) should be using a
wireless microphone.

The Great Vigil of Easter

The Lighting of the Paschal Cand le
In the darkness, fire is kindled; after which the Celebrant may address the
people in these or similar words
Dear friend s in Christ: On this m ost holy night, in w hich ou r
Lord Jesu s p assed over from d eath to life, the Chu rch invites
her m em bers, d isp ersed throu ghou t the w orld , to gather in
vigil and p rayer. For this is the Passover of the Lord , in w hich,
by hearing his Word and celebrating his Sacram ents, w e share
in his victory over d eath.
The Celebrant may say the following prayer
Let u s p ray.
O God , throu gh you r Son you have bestow ed u p on you r
p eop le the brightness of you r light: Sanctify this new fire, and
grant that in this Paschal feast w e m ay so bu rn w ith heavenly
d esires, that w ith p u re m ind s w e m ay attain to the festival of
everlasting light; throu gh Jesu s Christ ou r Lord . A men.

A taper should be used to light the Pascal Candle.
Four candle lighters, held by acolytes, should be lit
from the Pascal Candle.
Pew candles and individual candles need to be lit.
The rubrics seem to imply that individual candles
should be lit once the Pascal Candle has reached to
front of the church. The last couple of years, we have
had acolytes following the deacon, who light the pew
candles and the candles of worshippers. This works
well. The acolytes also need to light individual
candles in the chancel. No pavement or altar candles
are lit at this time.

The Paschal Candle is then lighted from the newly kindled fire, and the
Deacon (the Celebrant if there is no deacon) bearing the Candle, leads the procession
to the chancel, pausing three times and singing or saying

People

The light of Christ.
Thanks be to God .
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If new pew candles are used, they can be lit easily by
one acolyte. A s explained above, we lately have had
two acolytes assigned to light the pew candles behind
the deacon and two to light individual candles. Two
acolytes work the left side of the aisle and two work
the right side. A t the crossing, the acolytes handling
the pew candles can split and go into the chancel to
light individual candles. The other two acolytes can
go to the transepts for the same purpose.
N ote location. The Exsultet (S 69) could be chanted
from behind the screen near the font, but, again, I
suggest using the pulpit.
The Exsultet should not be begun until the Paschal
Candle is in place. The stool is likely necessary to
place the candle, and we may want to assign an
acolyte (preferably a tall one) to help.

If candles have been distributed to members of the congregation, they are
lighted from the Paschal Candle at this time. Other candles and lamps in
the church, except for those at the A ltar, may also be lighted.
The Paschal Candle placed in its stand.
Then the Deacon, or other person appointed, standing near the Candle,
sings or says the Exsultet, as follows (the indicated sections may be
omitted)
Rejoice now , heavenly hosts and choirs of angels,
and let you r tru m p ets shou t Salvation
for the victory of ou r m ighty King.
Rejoice and sing now , all the rou nd earth,
bright w ith a gloriou s sp lend or,
for d arkness has been vanqu ished by ou r eternal King.
Rejoice and be glad now , Mother Chu rch,
and let you r holy cou rts, in rad iant light,
resou nd w ith the p raises of you r p eop le.

Since the optional text emphasizes the symbolism of
the ceremony, it probably should not be omitted.

All you w ho stand near this m arvelou s and holy flam e,
p ray w ith m e to God the Alm ighty
for the grace to sing the w orthy p raise of this great light;
throu gh Jesu s Christ ou r Lord ,
w ho lives and reigns w ith him ,
in the u nity of the H oly Sp irit,
one God , for ever and ever. A men.

A nswer
Deacon
A nswer

The Lord be w ith you .
And also w ith you .
Let u s give thanks to the Lord ou r God .
It is right to give him thanks and p raise.

Deacon
It is tru ly right and good , alw ays and everyw here, w ith ou r
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w hole heart and m ind and voice, to p raise you , the invisible,
alm ighty, and eternal God , and you r only-begotten Son,
Jesu s Christ ou r Lord ; for he is the tru e Paschal Lam b, w ho
at the feast of the Passover p aid for u s the d ebt of Ad am ’s sin,
and by his blood d elivered you r faithfu l p eop le.
This is the night, w hen you brou ght ou r fathers, t he child ren
of Israel, ou t of bond age in Egyp t, and led them throu gh the
Red Sea on d ry land .
This is the night, w hen all w ho believe in Christ are d elivered
from the gloom of sin, and are restored to grace and holiness
of life.
This is the night, w hen Christ broke the bond s of d eath and hell,
and rose victoriou s from the grave.
W e have always included these optional paragraphs.

H ow w ond erfu l and beyond ou r know ing, O God , is you r
m ercy and loving-kind ness to u s, that to red eem a slave, you
gave a Son.
H ow holy is this night, w hen w icked ness is p u t to flight, and
sin is w ashed aw ay. It restores innocence to the fallen, and joy
to those w ho m ou rn. It casts ou t p rid e and hatred , and brings
p eace and concord .
H ow blessed is this night, w hen earth and heaven are joined
and m an is reconciled to God .
H oly Father, accep t ou r evening sacrifice, the offering of this
cand le in you r honor. May it shine continu ally to d rive aw ay
all d arkness. May Christ, the Morning Star w ho know s no
setting, find it ever bu rning—he w ho gives his light to all
creation, and w ho lives and reigns for ever and ever. A men.

Hand-held candles are usually extinguished here.
Participants in the chancel should extinguish their
candles, and, it is to be hoped, others will follow the
lead without additional (and distracting) instruction.
There should be an appropriate notation in the
bulletin, of course.

It is customary that the Paschal Candle burn at all services from
Easter Day through the Day of Pentecost.
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The Liturgy of the Word
The celebrant has presumably followed the acolytes
with candle torches and has taken a seat before this
part of the service begins. I do not know if a crucifer
should precede the celebrant. The introduction and
collects can be read from the altar, where enough
light will be available for the celebrant to read.
The intention here is to tell the story of God’s relation
to His people before the coming of the M essiah. W e
have to decide which lessons to read, each of which
also requires additional scripture, silence, and prayer.
This section should run like clockwork, though
without any obvious signs of haste. Doug will want
much music here; we should not go overboard and
should opt for as much scripture reading as possible.
(Last year we read (1) the story of creation, (2)
A braham’s sacrifice of Isaac, (3) Israel’s deliverance
at the Red Sea, and (The valley of the dry bones. I
recommend we add some variety this year.) N ote: The
Lessons are shown in their entirety in the appendix,
which follows p. 295.
Substitutions are allowed for the particular psalms
and canticles listed. Keeping this part of the service
spare will emphasize the joyous nature of what is to
come.

The Celebrant may introduce the Scripture readings in these or similar
words
Let u s hear the record of God ’s saving d eed s in history, how
he saved his p eop le in ages p ast; and let u s p ray that ou r God
w ill bring each of u s to the fu llness of red em p tion.
A t least two of the following Lessons are read, of which one is always the
Lesson from Exodus. A fter each Lesson, the Psalm or Canticle listed, or
some other suitable psalm, canticle, or hymn may be sung. A period of
silence may be kept; and the Collect provided, or some other suitable
Collect, may be said.

The story of Creation
Genesis 1:1-2:2
Psalm 33:1-11, or Psalm 36:5-10
Let u s p ray.

(Silence)

O God , w ho w ond erfu lly created , and yet m ore w ond erfu lly
restored , the d ignity of hu m an natu re: Grant that w e m ay
share the d ivine life of him w ho hu m bled him self to share ou r
hu m anity, you r Son Jesu s Christ ou r Lord . A men.

The Flood
Genesis 7:1-5, 11-18; 8:8-18; 9:8-13
Psalm 46
Let u s p ray.

(Silence)
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Alm ighty God , you have p laced in the skies the sign of you r
covenant w ith all living things: Gra nt that w e, w ho are saved
throu gh w ater and the Sp irit, m ay w orthily offer to you ou r
sacrifice of thanksgiving; throu gh Jesu s Christ ou r Lord .
A men.

Abraham’s sacrifice of Isaac
Genesis 22:1-18
Psalm 33:12-22, or Psalm 16
Let u s p ray.

(Silence)

God and Father of all believers, for the glory of you r N am e
m u ltip ly, by the grace of the Paschal sacram ent, the nu m ber
of you r child ren; that you r Chu rch m ay rejoice to see fu lfilled
you r p rom ise to ou r father Abraham ; throu gh Jesu s Christ
ou r Lord . A men.

Israel’s deliverance at the Red Sea
Exod u s 14:10-15:1
Canticle 8, The Song of M oses
Let u s p ray.

(Silence)

O God , w hose w ond erfu l d eed s of old shine forth even to
ou r ow n d ay, you once d elivered by the p ow er of you r m ighty
arm you r chosen p eop le from slavery u nd er Pharaoh, to be a
sign for u s of the salvation of all nations by the w ater of
Bap tism : Grant that all the p eop les of the earth m ay be
nu m bered am ong the offsp ring of Abraham , and rejoice in
the inheritance of Israel; throu gh Jesu s Christ ou r Lord .
A men.
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God’s Presence in a renew ed Israel
Isaiah 4:2-6
Psalm 122
Let u s p ray.

(Silence)

O God , you led you r ancient p eop le by a p illar of clou d by d ay
and a p illar of fire by night: Grant that w e, w ho serve you
now on earth, m ay com e to the joy of that heavenly Jeru salem ,
w here all tears are w ip ed aw ay and w here you r saints for ever
sing you r p raise; throu gh Jesu s Christ ou r Lord . A men.

Salvation offered freely to all
Isaiah 55:1-11
Canticle 9, The First Song of Isaiah, or Psalm 42:1-7
Let u s p ray.

(Silence)

O God , you have created all things by the p ow er of you r
Word , and you renew the earth by you r Sp irit: Give now the
w ater of life to those w ho thirst for you , that they m ay bring
forth abu nd ant fru it in you r gloriou s kingd om ; throu gh Jesu s
Christ ou r Lord . A men.

A new heart and a new spirit
Ezekiel 36:24-28
Psalm 42:1-7, or Canticle 9, The First Song of Isaiah
Let u s p ray.

(Silence)

Alm ighty and everlasting God , w ho in the Paschal m ystery
established the new covenant of reconciliation: Grant that all
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w ho are reborn into the fellow ship of Christ’s Bod y m ay show
forth in their lives w hat they p rofess by their faith; throu gh
Jesu s Christ ou r Lord . A men.

The valley of dry bones
Ezekiel 37:1-14
Psalm 30, or Psalm 143
Let u s p ray.

(Silence)

Alm ighty God , by the Passover of you r Son you have brou ght
u s ou t of sin into righteou sness and ou t of d eath into life:
Grant to those w ho are sealed by you r H oly Sp irit the w ill
and the p ow er to p roclaim you to all the w orld ; throu gh Jesu s
Christ ou r Lord . A men.

The gathering of God’s people
Zep haniah 3:12-20
Psalm 98, or Psalm 126
Let u s p ray.

(Silence)

O God of u nchangeable p ow er and eternal light: Look
favorably on you r w hole Chu rch, that w ond erfu l and sacred
m ystery; by the effectu al w orking of you r p rovid ence, carry
ou t in tranqu illity the p lan of salvation; let the w hole w orld
see and know that things w hich w ere cast d ow n are being
raised u p , and things w hich had grow n old are being m ad e
new , and that all things are being brou ght to their p erfection
by him throu gh w hom all things w ere m ad e, you r Son Jesu s
Christ ou r Lord . A men.
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The homily— the preaching should be kept short— in
recent years has been moved after the Gospel and
followed by baptism. (See p. 295.)
The logic in using the optional placement here is
twofold. W e avoid having to turn the lights up for
baptism and down for what follows, and we place the
sermon after the Easter A cclamation, where more
exuberance seems in order. The Worship Commission
has long been concerned about noisy babies at the
V igil, and we should consider whether they should
only be admitted later in the service. A lternatively,
we could explain that crying babies must be removed.
W e could set up a receiver in another room where
people could still hear the service. (Is this too
draconian?)
Skip to p. 294.

A homily may be preached after any of the preceding Readings.
Holy Baptism (beginning with the Presentation of the Candidates,
page 301, and concluding with the reception of the newly baptized) may
be administered here or after the Gospel. Confirmation may also be
administered.
In the absence of candidates for Baptism or Confirmation, the
Celebrant leads the people in the Renewal of Baptismal V ows, either here
or after the Gospel.
The Celebrant may first address the people in these or similar words,
all standing
Throu gh the Paschal m ystery, d ear friend s, w e are bu ried
w ith Christ by Bap tism into his d eath, and raised w ith him to
new ness of life. I call u p on you , therefore, now that ou r
Lenten observance is end ed , to renew the solem n p rom ises
and vow s of H oly Bap tism , by w hich w e once renou nced
Satan and all his w orks, and p rom ised to serve God faithfu lly
in his holy Catholic Chu rch.

The Renew al of Baptism al Vow s
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People

Do you reaffirm you r renu nciation of evil and
renew you r com m itm ent to Jesu s Christ?
I d o.
Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God , the Father alm ighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
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Celebrant
People

Do you believe in Jesu s Christ, the Son of God ?
I believe in Jesu s Christ, his only Son, ou r Lord .
H e w as conceived by the p ow er of the H oly Sp irit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
H e su ffered u nd er Pontiu s Pilate,
w as cru cified , d ied , and w as bu ried .
H e d escend ed to the d ead .
On the third d ay he rose again.
H e ascend ed into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
H e w ill com e again to ju d ge the living and the d ead .

Celebrant
People

Do you believe in God the H oly Sp irit?
I believe in the H oly Sp irit,
the holy catholic Chu rch,
the com m u nion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resu rrection of the bod y,
and the life everlasting.

Celebrant

Will you continu e in the ap ostles’ teaching and fellow ship , in
the breaking of bread , and in the p rayers?
I w ill, w ith God ’s help .

People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People

Will you p ersevere in resisting evil, and , w henever
you fall into sin, rep ent and retu rn to the Lord ?
I w ill, w ith God ’s help .
Will you p roclaim by w ord and exam p le the Good N ew s of God
in Christ?
I w ill, w ith God ’s help .
Will you seek and serve Christ in all p ersons, loving you r
neighbor as you rself?
I w ill, w ith God ’s help .

Easter Vigil Lessons 293
3/14/2008

Celebrant
People

Will you strive for ju stice and p eace am ong all p eop le, and
resp ect the d ignity of every hu m an being?
I w ill, w ith God ’s help .

The Celebrant concludes the Renewal of V ows as follows
May Alm ighty God , the Father of ou r Lord Jesu s Christ, w ho
has given u s a new birth by w ater and the H oly Sp irit, and
bestow ed u p on u s the forgiveness of sins, keep u s in eternal
life by his grace, in Christ Jesu s ou r Lord . A men.

A t this time, the church is reduced to near darkness
while A ltar Guild members replace liturgical
furnishings and uncover and add flowers. (W e have
discovered that we can turn out all the electric lights
and work by the light of the pew candles.) W hen
everything has been prepared to continue the service,
Doug presses the signal button that lights a lamp in
the narthex A lternatively, Doug could improvise at
the organ softly as the “set change” takes place both
to distract attention from it and to set a
contemplative mood. Stopping the music would be
the signal to proceed.
W hile the A ltar Guild is working, acolytes, readers,
and clergy exit quietly, dress for a full procession,
and move to the narthex via the undercroft.
St. Paul’s deviates from the Prayer Book here by
adding a dramatic dialogue whose origin has not been
determined, though it seems to have been the practice
of General Theological Seminary, whether or not it
originated there. A lthough we have used microphones
for this dialogue in the past, that is undesirable, as it
is helpful if the congregation can clearly distinguish
the locations of the voices from within and without.
Participants must, of course, make themselves heard.
From the narthex, som eone knocks loud ly at the
d oor.
Insid e, som eone asks: W hom do you seek?
From the narthex: Jesus of Nazareth.
Insid e: He is not here. Alleluia. Christ is risen.
Congregation: The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.

At the Eu charist
The candles at the A ltar may now be lighted from the Paschal Candle.
One of the following Canticles is then sung. Immediately before the
Canticle the Celebrant may say to the people
People

Allelu ia. Christ is risen.
The Lord is risen ind eed . Allelu ia.

The Canticles
Gloria in excelsis
Te Deu m lau d am u s
Pascha nostru m
The Celebrant then says
People
Celebrant

The Lord be w ith you .
And also w ith you .
Let u s p ray.

A t this point, the lights are instantly raised to their
full intensity and music, including trumpets, is
heard. W e may want to encourage worshippers to
bring their own bells The Gloria follows an organ
and brass fanfare.
The lights are usually kept at full intensity for the
rest of the service.
Candles in the chancel are lit by acolytes after the
lights come up.
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The Celebrant says one of the following Collects
Alm ighty God , w ho for ou r red em p tion gave you r only begotten Son to the d eath of the cross, and by his gloriou s
resu rrection d elivered u s from the p ow er of ou r enem y: Grant
u s so to d ie d aily to sin, that w e m ay everm ore live w ith him
in the joy of his resu rrection; throu gh Jesu s Christ you r Son
ou r Lord , w ho lives and reigns w ith you and the H oly Sp irit,
one God , now and for ever. A men.
or this
O God , w ho m ad e this m ost holy night to shine w ith the
glory of the Lord ’s resu rrection: Stir u p in you r Chu rch that
Sp irit of ad op tion w hich is given to u s in Bap tism , that w e,
being renew ed both in bod y and m ind , m ay w orship you
in sincerity and tru th; throu gh Jesu s Christ ou r Lord , w ho lives and reigns
w ith you , in the u nity of the H oly Sp irit, one God , now and for ever. A men.
Epistle

Rom ans 6:3-11

S 70 is traditional here, though we have never used
it.

“A lleluia” may be sung and repeated.

W e sing a hymn here.

Psalm 114, or some other suitable psalm or a hymn may be sung.
Gospel

The sermon goes here..

Matthew 28:1-10

If a sermon or homily was not preached earlier, it follows here.
The N icene Creed is not used at this service

The service continues with the prayer before baptism
(p. 292). The service continues here after Holy
Baptism.

Holy Baptism, Confirmation, or the Renewal of Baptismal V ows may
take place here.
The celebration continues with the Prayers of the People.
Preface of Easter
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