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October 6, 2011 

Rector, Wardens and Vestry 

Dear Friends in Christ: 

We write this letter to provide you and all members of your parish with current information on 
the property litigation and related negotiations involving the Diocese. It is meant to update the 
Bishop's letter ofMay 11,2011, another copy of which is enclosed for your convenience. 

As you will recall, earlier this year, the Commonwealth Court of Pennsylvania issued their 
op.inion affirming jn _all respects the rulings of Judge Joseph James of the Allegheny County 
Court of Common Pleas that under the terms of the 2005 settlement of tbe Calvary suit, our 
Episcopal Diocese of Pittsburgh was the proper entity to hold and administer the endowments 
and other permanent funds of the Diocese. These court rulings also applied to the buildings 
being used by over 20 congregations of former Episcopalians who look to the Most Rev. Robert 
W. Duncan to be their Bishop as part of the Anglican Diocese of Pittsburgh and their Archbishop 
as part of the Anglican Church in North America (ACNA). 

After the Commonwealth Court decision, we openly invited these ACNA congregations to enter 
into a conversation with us in the hope that we could amicably resolve all lingering issues 
between us regarding the use of the real and personal property of the parish. Sadly, since then, 
the process for having such a dialogue on property issues has suffered from a variety of ills 
ranging from counterproductive rumors to outright mischaracterizations of proposals made 
during confidential negotiations. We write now to clear up certain mistruths that have circulated 
and to avert speculation over our future intentions regarding these property matters. 

First, please know and share with others that the Episcopal Diocese has asked no ACNA 
congregation to leave the buildings they are presently occupying. Two ACNA congregations 
(St. James, Penn Hills and All Saints, Rosedale) voluntarily, and on their own timetable, chose to 
leave the buildings they were using, and another ACNA congregation (St. Christopher's, 
Warrendale) voluntarily chose a year ago to cease use of the building on Sundays, and has held 
no services in the building since February 2011. 

Second, we want to communicate clearly that the Episcopal Diocese has no present intention to 
ask any ACNA congregation to leave the buildings they are occupying, and to dispel all rumors 
that we are forcing them to leave. Even if that was our desire, which it is not, we could not do 
that without the agreement of the congregation or the approval of Judge James. In addition, the 
ACNA Diocese has, on behalf of its congregations, asked the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania to 
allow a further appeal of the court rulings in favor of our Diocese, and the Supreme Court of 
Pennsylvania has not yet ruled on this request. Although our Diocese has opposed this request 
for a further appeal, the ACNA Diocese and its congregations are entitled to see their challenge 
to the court rulings through to conclusion. 



It is also important for all to understand that the media coverage early in September of the 
ACNA congregation's decision to leave All Saints, Rosedale came as both a shock and a deep 
disappointment to us. Our negotiating team, comprised of numerous Diocesan leaders, had 
worked hard to develop proposals that would have provided fair and positive solutions for both 
sides, and was prepared to bargain even further, but the ACNA congregation called an early end 
to the negotiations. Just the opposite impression was conveyed by two unorthodox press releases 
issued by the ACNA Diocese and used as the basis for the news coverage. Because we see no 
future in negotiating through the media, however, we reluctantly declined to correct the serious 
flaws in the story as reported or the mischaracterizations in the ACNA press releases. 

So where does this leave us? We continue to see no future in negotiations conducted with an eye 
toward media coverage the moment one side declares an impasse. Time will be needed to 
restore lost trust, and to see whether both sides can agree to a common set of ground rules for 
future discussions. But even as we take time to recreate an atmosphere more conducive to 
success, we want all to hear and know the remaining points in this letter. 

First, the Episcopal Diocese will continue to invite all former Episcopalians to return to active 
participation in the Episcopal Church, and will continue to reassure all ACNA congregations 
who may be receptive to this message of reconciliation that if they did choose this path there 
would be no repercussions. In particular, the congregation would not be obligated to pay any 
assessments or similar fees to the Episcopal Diocese for the period that the parish was inactive. 

Second, there is no reason for any of the ACNA congregations still using the buildings covered 
by the court orders to leave the buildings they are using at the present time, unless they choose to 
do so completely on their own. They can remain where they are simply by being good stewards, 
paying the bills, protecting the property, and showing the care and respect due to any place of 
worship, irrespective of who owns it. 

Eventually, of course, we will have to address the longer term issues of use of these properties, 
but as long as they show they are being good stewards, time is not of the essence. 

Finally, we need to explain that, in addition to the buildings described above that are covered by 
the existing court orders, there are approximately 15 other situations involving ACNA 
congregations where the parish property was not listed in the court orders issued in the Calvary 
suit. This occurred because at that time, the property was titled in the name of the parish and not 
the Diocese, and the court rulings only listed the propertIes titleet rnLhe name ufthe Di6Cese. h 
is our legal position that these additional properties are held in trust for our Diocese and the 
Episcopal Church and are canonically owned by our Diocese. The ACNA congregations do not 
agree with that, however, and these property issues, too, must eventually be resolved. 

We remain hopeful that in due time, property negotiations can resume and that solutions to all of 
these issues can emerge from those negotiations. But even if litigation becomes necessary, you 
should not assume that we have given up hope in reaching a settlement. Negotiation will always 
be our preferred means for resolving these matters as long as there is any chance of success. 



Each of the numerous Diocesan leaders who have been devoting their time and energy to these 
property matters is eager to put this challenge behind us, but all realize much work lies ahead, 
and patience is needed. We ask for your continued support and prayers for all those affected by 
these issues. 

Faithfully, 

+J{~h l_'?:'u.).
 
The Rt. Rev. Kenneth L. Price, Jr. Andrew M. Roman 
Bishop Chancellor 
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May 11,2011 

To the Clergy of the Episcopal Diocese of Pittsburgh 

Over the past several months, many ofus have been distressed by the inaccurate reports and misleading 
infonnation circulating regarding relations between the Episcopal Diocese ofPittsburgh and those who 
have affiliated with the Anglican Church in North America. Often our own parishioners have come to us 
with questions as to what are the real facts. 

For this reason, the following question and answer sheet has been prepared to be distributed as widely as 
possible. In-addition, it will be posted on our web site and shared with those who are no longer active in 
our diocese. 

Please know that a team of diocesan leaders meets weekly to sort out the issues regarding property and 
other legal matters. As the appeal process in the secular courts, which continues to be mounted by the 
Anglican Church in North America, enters its [mal stages, we must address the property issues before us. 
But it remains our intention to do so in as amicable and fair manner as is possible. Although no 
congregation has been asked to vacate the property, some congregations affiliated with the Anglican 
Church in North America are now choosing to do so oftheir own volition. To that end, we have 
appointed Dr. Joan Gundersen as Adniinistrator for Properties to oversee these situations so that 
insurance, utilities, maintenance and provision for outside groups using them will be kept up when they 
are returned to us. Also I am in the process of assembling a committee to meet under the direction of 
Canon Jay Geisler to develop a plan for how we may develop new congregations in those areas in which 
we no longer have an active parish. 

Finally, and most importantly, it is imperative that the word get out as widely as possible that Anglican /
Church in North American clergy, laity and whole congregations can always opt to return to the Episcopal 
Diocese ofPittsburgh with no repercussions. We have already received a number of inquiries from 
individuals seeking to return. We are in no way seeking to destroy or damage those who wish to remain 
in the new church now affiliated with Archbishop Duncan, nor will we speak ill of those congregations or 
any members thereof. We will do all we can to respond to those requests with charity and as much 
support as we can offer. Should you receive such requests, please forward them on to the diocesan office. 

We hope this communication will be helpful to you when questioned about the real story ofwhere we are 
in our relations with our fonner parishioners now affiliated with the Anglican Church in North America. 

Faithfully, 

+/{....". 11. l_ '\-:;"). 
Kenneth L. Price, Jr. 
Bishop 
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